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The IBBS Newsletter

This newsletter is usually sent out every 4 months. If you have any news, meetings or other items you would like us
to publicise in the IBBS Newsletter, or a crossword on an appropriate topic, please contact us via our IBBS Hon.
Secretary: secretary@ibbsonline.org
We need texts written in .doc, .rtf or .txt formats. The pictures should be of good quality (but not too big) in any of
the usual formats (.jpg, .tif, .bmp). Each image should be accompanied by a short caption. In case you add a link to
websites, please check that the link and the website work.

Thank you!

Flavia Pinzari and Scott Wade

December 2022https://ibbsonline.org Twitter: @ibbs_online

IBBS World

IBBS19 
09-12 September 2024

Federal Institute for Materials Research and Testing (BAM), Berlin, Germany
Organizing Committee Chair:  Dr. Hans-Jörg Kunte 

Organised by:
DECHEMA (Society for Chemical Engineering and Biotechnology) and IBBS 

https://ibbs19.org/

Twitter:  @ibbs_online | #ibbs19

Further and more detailed information concerning the scientific program, registration and 
the conference venue can be found on the web page early next year. Please stay in touch 

with us for updates on this page about the upcoming symposium. 

Read what the organiser, Hans-Jörg Kunte, anticipates on page 4! 

https://ibbs19.org/
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IBBS NEWSLETTER – PRESIDENT COLUMN

Frederick J. Passman, PhD
IBBS President 

....continued on page  3

On 10 November, IBBS held our annual general meeting (AGM). 

Once again, the meeting was held virtually.  I thank everyone who 

attended for having joined us.  During the meeting we heard from 

various members of the IBBS Council.  Our membership numbers 

and financial state are both healthy.  As reported in July’s IBBS 

World, the society’s International Biodeterioration & 

Biodegradation’s (IBB’s) impact score is a very respectable 4.907.  

This impact score compares favorably with other peer-reviewed 

microbiology journals.  I offer a well done to Editor-in-Chief, Ji-

Dong Gu, the IBB editors, and all of the authors whose 

manuscripts have been published in IBB!

Planning for IBBS19, scheduled for 09-12 September 2024 continues with Priv.-Doz. Dr. rer. 

nat. Hans-Jörg Kunte – IBBS19’s Organizing Committee Chair – at the helm.   The 

symposium planning committee is still looking for members.  If you are interested in 

serving on the committee, please send me an email at passcapt@live.com.  Provide your

full contact details and summary of your area(s) of expertise/research focus.   As I wrote in 

the last  IBBS World, watch the IBBS website (www.IBBSonline.org) and future issues of 

IBBS World for additional information about IBBS19.

During her tenure as IBBS‘ President, Brenda Little launched an initiative to create a 

network of country representatives.  At November’s AGM, Hon. Secretary Gaylarde 

reported that we currently have 28 countries represented by 30 IBBS members.  However

we have not yet provided our country represntatives with either job descriptions or tools

to help them promote IBBS within their respective countries.  As we enter into 2023, IBBS  

Outreach Secretary Fatia Bento will work with other Council members to communicate 

regularly with our country representatives.  You can find a list of our country 

representatives at IBBS Country Representatives – IBBS (ibbsonline.org).  If you are 

interested in joining the country representative team, contact Hon. Secretary Gaylarde at 

secretary@ibbsonline.org.

As an intimate but international organization, our vitality is based on cultivating effective 

communications tools that enable our members to engage with one another routinely.  I’m 

delighted to report that IBBS Council has launched several initiatives - in addition to the 

country representatives – to facilitate member networking.  
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....continued from page  2

At our September 2022 Council meeting we welcomed Otto Ortega Morales onto the 

Council as Co-opted Social Media Secretary.  In that role, Otto is creating a team of IBBS 

members to monitor and stimulate the use of IBBS user groups on various social media 

platforms. He first focused on creating an IBBS What’s App user group.  Since its launch in 

September, 26 IBBS members have joined the group.  Exchanges to date have included 

updates on members’ activities, student and intern opportunities, and numerous 

biodeterioration-related photographs.  You can join by downloading the What’s App 

application and entering +52 981 829 0894.  If you prefer LinkedIn as your social media 

platform, you can join IBBS’ LinkedIn group at INTERNATIONAL BIODETERIORATION & 

BIODEGRADATION SOCIETY - IBBS | Groups | LinkedIn. You can also join the IBBS Twitter 

chat at @IBBSociety and @ibbs_online.  As of today, my unofficial assessment is that the 

What’s App conversations are the most active.  Please join us on one or more of these 

platforms.  If you have other social network engagement ideas, please send them to Hon. 

Secretary Gaylarde.  

Looking ahead at 2023, towards the end of the first quarter, we will begin the search for a 

new Vice President/ President elect.  That individual will begin their term at the 2023 AGM 

and will succeed me as President at the AGM that will take place on the last day of IBBS19.  

Their term as President will run from IBBS19 through IBBS20. After IBBS20 they will serve an 

additional two years as Immediate Past President.  If you are interested, please contact me 

and the IBBS Secretary (secretary@ibbsonline.org).  

I wish you all a joyous holiday season and a new year filled with success and good health!

Fred

IBBS Country Representatives have 
been appointed to help members 

and potential members in their 
geographic areas of responsibility, to 
promote the work of the Society and 

to be a contact point.  

IBBS Country Representatives

Check on the IBBS website to locate the representative of your country:
https://ibbsonline.org/countryreps/
If you are interested in being one of our “ambassadors” please contact the 
IBBS Hon. Secretary – secretary@ibbsonline.org.
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Before I continue with the details of IBBS19, I would like to introduce myself. As a trained 
microbiologist, I am head of the Division of Biodeterioration and Reference Organisms at BAM. My 
team and I work on different aspects of biodeterioration and biodegradation caused by 
microorganisms (bacteria, archaea and fungi) and insects, such as microbially influenced corrosion by 
archaea, microbial biocide resistance or the degradation of plastics. 

An important “tool” for our work is our strain collection of microorganisms and insects, and we 
maintain, for example, one of the largest termite collections worldwide. For more information, please 
visit our website (BAM - Division 4.1 - Biodeterioration and Reference Organisms). 
BAM is a research institution in the portfolio of the Federal Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate 
Action and recently celebrated its 150th anniversary. Its tasks are to improve safety in technology and 
chemistry through research and development, testing, analysis, approval, consulting and information. 
BAM is located at three sites in Berlin and also maintains a test field outside Berlin. IBBS19 will take 
place at BAM's headquarters, which is located in the southwest of Berlin and in close proximity to the 
Freie Universität Berlin. The conference venue BAM is (like most places in Berlin) well connected to 
public transport. Buses stop right in front of the main entrance and the nearest subway stop is only a 
5-minute walk away. The subway takes you to the center of Berlin (Mitte, Brandenburg Gate, Unter
den Linden, Reichstag building) in 20 minutes. 

Hello all,

My name is Jörg Kunte and as the chairman of the IBBS19 symposium organizing 

committee I would like to inform you about the upcoming IBBS19 conference. IBBS19 will 

take place in Berlin from September 9th to 12th 2024 on the premises of the Federal 

Institute for Materials Research and Testing (BAM). 

BAM living termite collection

Outside the BAM

....continued on page  5
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....continued from page  4

Priv.-Doz. Dr. rer. nat. Hans-Jörg Kunte 
Head of Division
4.1 Biodeterioration and Refernce Organisms
Unter den Eichen 87
12205 Berlin
T: + 49 30 8104-1410
F: + 49 30 8104-1417
hans-joerg.kunte@bam.de
www.bam.de

The conference itself will take place in the BAM Auditorium, which offers space for up to 300 participants. 
Additional lecture rooms in the auditorium building or in neighboring buildings (less than 5 min walk) 
allow for parallel sessions (see pictures for a first impression of the premises and visit our website at www. 
bam.de).
IBBS19 intends to address the topic of biodeterioration and biodegradation, covering aspects beyond 

microbial influenced corrosion (MIC). We would therefore also like to extend a special invitation to those 

studying processes of material degradation involving invertebrates. As chairman of the IBBS19 symposium 

organizing committee, I have already been able to recruit numerous experts to serve on the scientific 

committee. So far, we have experts in antifouling, MIC in the marine environment, MIC of concrete, 

renewable energy/hydrogen storage, and entomology, to name a few. We are still looking for more 

potential committee members with expertise in biodeterioration and biodegradation of cultural heritage, 

(bio)fuels, hydrocarbons, construction materials and nanomaterials. We also lack experts in the field of 

invertebrate biological damage. Anyone who would like to join the Scientific Committee and has the 

appropriate expertise is very welcome to contact me (see below).

We have recently launched our IBBS19 website (https://ibbs19.org/), where you will also find information 

about IBBS19. We will update the site regularly and soon we will also introduce the scientific committee 

and the main topics. And of course, we will inform you about all deadlines, fees, possible hotel 

accommodations, etc. One last note: DECHEMA (Society for Chemical Engineering and Biotechnology) is 

also mentioned on the website. DECHEMA is also working in the field of biodeterioration and 

biodegradation and is very experienced in organizing conferences; they support us (IBBS, BAM) in hosting 

IBBS19. 

That's it for now. Promote our IBBS19 event and I hope to see you in Berlin.

Inside the BAM
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....continued on page  7

Bad Bugs Bookclub
by Joanna Verran

Reading apocalyptic fiction in a post-apocalyptic world 8: 

‘learning to live with COVID’

Despite the feeling that COVID has gone (it hasn’t!), we have kept up 
with our online Bad Bugs Bookclub meetings. The group has been 
enriched with our new members from across the country – and 
other countries – bringing increased diversity and experience of 
readers and scientists/non-scientists. 
Our September meeting showed how different perspectives on a 
book really contribute to discussion. We were talking about State of 
Wonder by Ann Patchett (2011). It tells of the journey of a doctor, 
Marina Singh, to the Amazon jungle to find out the fate of a 
colleague who had joined a research station there. The research 
team is led by Dr Annick Swenson: the women of an indigenous tribe 
are able to give birth into old age, and pharmaceutical companies 
are keen to market such a fertility drug in the West, thus funding is 
secure. However, the natural product also appears to immunize 
against malaria – which companies might be less keen to invest in –
and Annick is primarily working on this. The reader is led with 
Marina through Manaus into the jungle, and is faced with a range of 
challenging issues that we were able to explore during our 
discussions: what makes a good or bad scientist? How are clinical 
trials developed? What are the ethical implications of clinical trials 
without implicit consent of the subjects? Does colonialism play a role 
in the narrative? Feminism? To whom do children belong? How 
important are natural products, and the ecosystems that support 
their production, in the advancement of medicine? Why is malaria 
still a global problem? It was interesting that the development of two 
new malaria vaccines had been announced in the past few months, 
so we were able to relate the book to new scientific developments. 
However, it was the beauty of the prose and the development of the 
story that captivated (most of) the readers. The author speaks about 
the book in a talk to University students on YouTube 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JcJbNNi0mdA), and the 
questions and responses here are fascinating in terms of character 
behaviour and plot. It was a great book to talk about, providing a lot 
of material for our group!

(https://www.mmu.ac.uk/engage/
what-we-do/bad-bugs-bookclub/)

Joanna Verran

Ann Patchett 
on YouTube
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....continued from page  6

Non-fiction books we have read, with reports on 

the website are (in chronological order of our 

meetings – most recent listed last):

• The Immortal life of Henrietta Lacks by 

Rebecca Skloot (2011)

• 28 Stories of AIDS in Africa by Stephanie 

Nolen (2007)

• The Ghost Map by Steven Johnson (2006)

• Microbe Hunters by Paul du Krief (1924)

• Second Avenue Caper (AIDS, graphic novel) 

by Joyce Brabner (2014)

• I Contain Multitudes by Ed Yong (2016)

In addition to online meetings, the original 
Manchester group are now able to meet 
face-to-face. We didn’t want to parallel the 
online meetings by discussing the same 
books, but we did want to meet up socially. 
Our first face-to-face meeting since March 
2020 meeting took place in March 2022. 
Our second meeting happened in 
September 2022 during the week of 
International Microorganism Day [IMD] 
(www.internationalmicroorganismday.org), 
and we were delighted to be tagged as part 
of this celebration. Although we usually 
read and discuss fiction, we have read a 
few non-fiction works, and this meeting 
gave us an opportunity to reflect on them, 
and make suggestions for additional 
narratives. 

• The Last Days of Smallpox by Mark Pallen (2018)

• An American Plague (Yellow Fever) by Jim Murphy (2003)

• Pale Rider by Laura Spinney (2017)

• Many Kinds of Love by Michael Rosen (2021)

• The Perfect Predator by Stephanie Strathdee (2019)
....continued on page  8
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....continued from page  7

Books that were particularly memorable varied 

between members: The Ghost Map and The Last Days 

of Smallpox were mentioned, and Pale Ride was 

particularly noted as an excellent reference read for our 

first online meeting during the COVID pandemic. We 

noted how we now calmly accept case numbers that 

would have been horrific two years ago, the virulence 

of the disease now diminished thanks to the vaccine. 

However, with almost 1,000,000 cases per week in the 

UK, and still over 600 deaths, the pandemic has 

certainly not disappeared – and winter approaches.  

Other recommendations included Spike by Jeremy Farrar with Anjana Ahuja (2021), a 
fantastic, exciting narrative of Farrar’s experiences and contributions during the early 
days of the pandemic. The Vaccine Race by Meredith Wadman (2017) describes the 
efforts made to develop effective vaccines in the 20th century, incorporating wonderful 
detail on the scientists involved, and their conflicts and collaborations. We recalled our 
earlier read Microbe Hunters, which described the activities of pioneer microbiologists 
such as Pasteur and Koch in an easy-to-read (Readers’ Digest) format, with the characters 
nicely humanised. 

Books that we have not yet read were also suggested. One 

member suggested The Great Influenza by John Barry 

(2004) as a relevant read that described the recurrent 

waves of infection during the 1918 influenza pandemic: we 

wondered what waves were on the way to us. Vaxxers by 

Catherine Green and Sarah Gilbert (2021) describes the 

research and development of the Oxford-AstraZeneca 

vaccine. It is relatively unusual to read about academic life, 

particularly how to carry out research in a time of COVID, 

and the fight for funding – the general public would not 

have known so much about this without COVID (but we still 

wondered how much credit or empathy ‘scientists’ get 

from the media and government: it will be interesting to 

see how the official UK inquiry progresses). 

....continued on page  9
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“The aim of the Bad Bugs Book Club is to get people interested in science, specifically 
microbiology, by reading books (novels) in which infectious disease forms some part 
of the story.”

....continued from page  8

Spillover by David Quammen (2012) has the sub-title 
‘Animal Infections and the next Human Pandemic’, and as 
such was a prescient narrative of zoonotic/spillover
infections. In a similar context, The Pandemic Century by 
Mark Honigsbaum (2019) received an update once COVID 
arrived. Both of these are fantastic and accessible reference 
books whose content provides insight into the ‘outbreak’ 
novels we have read – in case anyone wants supplementary 
reading. A suggestion unrelated to COVID, recommended by 
a listener to Dan Snow’s History podcast and well-reviewed 
elsewhere was about Victorian-era surgery and the impact 
of Lister: The butchering art by Lindsey Fitzharris (2017).

We spent a little time talking about HIV/AIDS, since our 

December meeting will take place on World AIDS Day. How 

to Survive a Plague by David France (2016) was noted to be 

an excellent and very detailed narrative spanning the 

decades. 

As previously, it was so nice to get together and talk – not 

entirely about infectious disease either – we did have some 

more general chat too!

Will we ever run out of books to read? Our online-only 

members continue to contribute to our discussions and 

email conversations, and one recommended that we look at 

These Books Will Kill You on Goodreads.com (2017) for more 

suggestions. We have already read 7 of its top 10 

suggestions, noting that over half of the 319 suggested 

readings had only one reader – and there were books that 

we have read that are not in the list! Plenty to go on!

Joanna Verran 

(j.verran@mmu.ac.uk)
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Citizen scientists help tracking biodeterioration in washing 
machines: the OBLò project

Think about a washing machine: I guess that
one of the first images coming to your mind is
clean clothes or linens, smelling nicely of
Provence’s lavender or Marseille soap, or some
other lovely scent. However that may be,
washing machines are also lovely substrates for
bacteria and biofilm formation. As an example,
the gasket of the porthole is an optimal site for
microbial growth, mainly thanks to persistent
humidity. There, microbial communities may
settle and loom over washing machines
cleanliness and integrity. Should we increase
our knowledge on those communities?
OBLò is a citizen science project meant exactly
to investigate the composition of microbial
communities that may be present on gaskets of
the washing machines portholes. OBLò stands
for “Osservazione di batteri nelle lavatrici”, i.e.,
observation of bacteria in washing machines.
But “oblò” is the Italian word for “porthole”, so
it also sounds like a pun, at least in the Italian
language!

This project was designed by Prof. Giancarlo Rappazzo, the head of the Laboratory of Molecular
Genetics at the Department of Biological Sciences of the University of Catania, Italy. It is being carried
out in collaboration with Dr. Maria Antonietta Buccheri, a scientist working at the CNR – IMM set in
Catania. This project may achieve multiple objectives. As mentioned above, the project will provide
information on the composition of those microbial communities; hopefully, possible correlations with
input water quality parameters and with information on the use and management of washing machines
may arise. The underlying idea is that residual, stagnant water is recycled between one wash and
another, and the microorganisms, after the stress of washing, can repopulate the hydraulic system. In
old washing machines (five years and older), this phenomenon is amplified by poor sealing of filters and
gaskets, and the consistency of the biofilm should increase both in amount and in biodiversity. Be it
small or large, every valuable project requires a sampling campaign plan. In the OBLò case, citizens have
a key role in the data collection step. Citizen science is a research approach that provides opportunity
for greater public engagement and democratisation of science.

Image 1. The OBLò kit content: prefranked
envelope labelled with the laboratory address.

by Maria Antonietta Buccheri

Laboratory of Molecular Genetics at the Department of 
Biological Sciences of the University of Catania, Italy. 

....continued on page  11
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In order to track the health of our washing machines … OBLò opted to rely on a citizen science
approach for data collection, as said. Volunteers received a kit containing a Falcon test tube with a
cotton swab to collect the sample from the gasket and a test strip to measure residual water quality
parameters, instructions on sampling and test strip, and a questionnaire on the washing machine use.
The set of questions inquires about three sets of information: the age of the machine, the frequency of
washing on one-week interval, the most used washing temperature. This will give a rough estimation of
the stress a machine is actually exposed, considering all the most used parts (pump, pipes, gaskets,
filters). More analytical observations should ideally be helpful, but practically impossible to obtain with
reproducible quality by a citizen science project.
A pre-franked envelope labelled with the Laboratory of Molecular Genetics address was also included in
the kit to make shipping easier after sampling. Both the questionnaire and the test tube were tagged
with the same QR-code, a six digit combination code. This allowed scientists to match each sample with
the corresponding parameters, and participants to follow data resulting from their samples, once ready,
while keeping anonymity.
Participants were engaged during the International Microorganism Day event1 that took place in Catania
last 17th September. As you may already know, the celebration of the International Microorganism Day
started in Portugal in 2017 and was promoted by the Portuguese Society of Microbiology. Since then,
this initiative has expanded, also thanks to the collaboration with the FEMS network, and this year
nearly 40 events were counted around the world.

No matter their expertise, citizens can be involved in a scientific endeavour where they may act as
contributors, collaborators or even as project leaders. In fact, they can help in data collection and
analyses, or in defining research questions. Both citizens and scientists benefit from taking part in a
citizen science project. From the researchers’ point of view, it represents an unprecedented chance to
collect a large amount of data, even on large geographic and temporal scales. Well-known examples
are the projects tracking the monarch butterflies across United States and Canada: it is only thanks to
non-scientists involvement that researchers were able to collect long-term data on monarch eggs,
larvae, milkweed habitat, migration paths and eventually track the health of monarch populations and
the habitats they depend on.

Image 2.Examples (extreme…) of molds affecting washing machines 

....continued from page  10

....continued on page  12
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In Catania, the International Microorganism Day was celebrated at the premises of the Department of
Biological Sciences. A conference open to the general public was held and six enthusiastic speakers
showed how microbes are able to colonise different environments, no matter how extreme the
conditions may be. Talks explored microbial life in the water cycle, along the water column in oceans, on
rocks and stony monuments, on books, drawings and archives, and in the human body. The last talk
focused on citizen science and was a good chance to launch OBLò: at the end of the conference, around
90 kits were distributed! A third of the samples have already been sent to the lab, while the others are
still being awaited. Hopefully, sampling collection will be concluded by the end of this year, and then the
laboratory phases will follow. Citizen scientists could follow the subsequent steps via a dedicated
Instagram profile2 … while the authors, being enthusiastic about the ultimate results that could be
achieved, hope to be back with a paper in a scientific journal!

Maria Antonietta Buccheri

1 https://www.internationalmicroorganismday.org/blog/imd-event-in-italy
2 https://www.instagram.com/imd2022_catania/

Image 3. The OBLò kit content: Falcon tube with the cotton swab 
and the test strip, and instructions & questionnaire.  

mariaantonietta.buccheri@cnr.it

....continued from page  11
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Save the cave
Teresa Rinaldi

This story began in 1871 when professor Bompiani, who was visiting the newly discovered Etruscan Tomba
degli Scudi, reported the following observations: “on the ceiling there is a sort of white mold which, under 
the pressure of the fingers, melts into a milky substance”1. More than a Century later, in 2018, my 
colleagues and I demonstrated that this milky substance is indeed moonmilk, a speleothem common in 
karst caves.
Moonmilk (Fig.1) is formed by nanofibers of calcium carbonate, its origin is biological and promoted by the 
microbial metabolism and specific geochemical conditions2. The Etruscan Necropolis of Tarquinia, Italy, 
constitutes a natural “laboratory” to investigate the origin and the production of moonmilk, as it is present 
in all these tombs. Previously, we compared not only the microbial communities of moonmilk from various 
Etruscan tombs, but we also analyzed the rocks in which the tombs were carved3. 

Why is the moonmilk so important in an 
archaeological context? Moonmilk is a 
protective agent that prevented the damage of 
the mural paintings in these caves! Moonmilk
is perhaps a unique example demonstrating 
protection of a cultural heritage site by 
microorganisms that are usually responsible for 
its biodeterioration3. 
Hence, it is important to maintain the 
environmental conditions in these hypogeal 
tombs in constant equilibrium. To that effect 
the Soprintendenza Archeologia, Belle Arti e 
Paesaggio per la Provincia di Viterbo e l’Etruria
Meridionale acted to protect some of the 
tombs by installing hermetic doors to maintain 
a constant environmental equilibrium within 
the tombs. In Tarquinia however, there are 
hundreds of beautiful painted tombs that 
urgently need protection. Even if the tombs are 
dug 3 to 10 meters deep, environmental 
changes, like temperature and humidity 
fluctuations can have a detrimental effect on 
the tombs and their state of preservation. 
Since the moonmilk formation results from an 
amazing geomicrobiological equilibrium, do 
climatic changes interfere with its formation? 
Are there other hypogeal karst caves across 
Italy of archaeological interest also in danger?

Teresa Rinaldi is an associate professor of the Department 
of Biology and Biotechnology at the Sapienza University of 
Rome. She is interested in the geomicrobiology of hypogeal 
environments and carbonatogenic bacteria for the 
conservation of Cultural Heritage

Figure 1

Figure 2

....continued on page  14
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Unfortunately, a recent study already reported that climate change is speeding up the degradation of 
ancient rock art in a karst cave in Indonesia4.
Recently, I was asked by the Soprintendenza ABAP per la città metropolitana di Bari, together with Dr. 
Andrea Quagliariello, to perform a microbiological survey in the Grotta di Lamalunga in Altamura, 
where the most complete Paleolithic Neanderthal skeleton ever discovered to date is naturally 
conserved5. The working conditions in the cave and sampling were challenging (Fig. 2-4), but we were 
supported by the speleologists of the CARS (Centro Altamurano Ricerche Speleologiche). The analyses 
are in progress to identify the microbial communities in moonmilk and coralloids speleothems, and the 
results will be compared with the data from the Etruscan tombs of Tarquinia. 
Why compare the moonmilk from hypogeal tombs carved in the Lazio region and a natural karst cave in 
the Puglia region 500 km away? 
These two archaeological sites have one essential component in common… that you will discover at the 
next IBBS meeting…
I would like to thank colleagues that are working with me in this adventure, too many to be mentioned 
here, and hoping for new collaborations in the future! 

References
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Figure 3 Figure 4

....continued from page  13

IBBS World – Newsletter December 2022



15Page

Read the latest news: https://fems-microbiology.org/news/ 
Here is your link for the latest FEMS bulletin.
FEMS Research Bulletin - No. 002 (fems-microbiology.org)
Members of FEMS Member Societies can apply for grants for research and training, or 
support when organizing or attending a meeting – including our Member Societies’ 
national and regional congresses. Every year FEMS supports meeting organizers and early 
career researchers and enables experts to share ideas and promote excellence in science. 

IBBS is a member of FEMS
FEMS is the Federation of European Microbiological Societies 
(FEMS), an international organization formed by the union of 
a number of European scientific  organizations. 

9TH INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON APPLIED MICROBIOLOGY AND 
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY IN OIL SYSTEMS (ISMOS)

ISMOS-9, 27-30 June 2023, Edinburgh, UK
ISMOS is the largest event discussing microbiology and molecular biology in the oil and gas industry. This 
conference explores the application of emerging microbial and molecular tools to help resolve challenges faced 
by the industry.

https://ismos-9.org/
1st Call for Abstracts:  Abstracts can be submitted until January 6th 2023

Microscience Microscopy Congress 2023

Oral Abstract Deadline Friday 10 February 2023

RMS Scientific Imaging Competition Deadline Tuesday 2 May 2023

New and Emerging Concepts in Microscopy Poster Abstract 
Deadline

Friday 5 May 2023

Online Registration Opens Mid January 2023

https://www.mmc-series.org.uk/conference.html

The mmc series is 
organised by the Royal 
Microscopical Society 
37/38 St Clements, 
Oxford OX4 1AJ UK UK
www.rms.org. 
info@rms.org.uk
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“The poet for hire at work, ceaselessly typing 

on an old mechanic typewriter, curiously 
watched by Hans-Curt Flemming (right).“

Microbes
By Luke Davis (wordtrade.co.uk)

The earth is 

coated by the thinnest layer, living

surface, biofilm,

and beneath, the rock, the shifting continental plates

the mantle

the burning incandescent

core.

Slime, is the essence, to quote the Irishman

“Everything oozes”

and the closer we care

to look the more we see, zooming in

the same

process recapitulated at every level

from the macro

to the microbe, 

here are thriving communities, amateur drama associations, cricket games on village greens, 

wars and insurrection

at the microscopic scale, swarming and 

loving and

yearning.

While in London, Hans-Curt Flemming stumbled upon a “poet for hire” and asked 
him to write a poem on biofilms. After a brief explanation of biofilms, the poet (Luke 
Davis) jumped on the keys of an old mechanical typewriter, and about ten minutes 
later, he came up with the attached poem, entitled Microbes. Enjoy.
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Save the date…. 

10th Latin American Biodeterioration 
and Biodegradation Symposium – LABS10

LABS10 will take place in the city of Natal, Rio Grande do Norte, Brazil, next 14-17 May. This is your 

chance to form research and development relationships with and within the 17 continental  countries 

of Latin America, while enjoying the beautiful surroundings of Natal, with its stunning beaches and 

historic buildings. Natal is the Portuguese word for Christmas, the day in 1497 when Vasco da Gama 

spotted the coast. Later, the first European settlers here were mostly British; they established Port 

Natal as a trading post. Located in the far North-East of Brazil, north of the equator, Natal is renowned 

for its sand dunes and as the city with the cleanest air on the continent, according to NASA.

LABS10 will accept papers from all areas of Biodeterioration and Biodegradation, but main areas 

planned are:

Biodeterioration of fuels, metals, historic property and constructional materials 

Bioremediation of pollutants such as microplastics, nanoparticles, hydrocarbons and pesticides

Recent problems and potential solutions in biodeterioration and biodegradation. 

It has not yet been decided whether LABS10 will run as a hybrid conference, with an option for online 

attendance. We are looking into the cost and will let you know later, along with the registration fees.

There will be ample time during the symposium for networking, as well as the famous IBBS social 

interactions. Come and join us in the largest and most diverse country of Latin America and share a 

caipirinha, a guarana, or a coffee in Natal. 

Seja bem vindo!

IBBS World – Newsletter December 2022
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From the Editor-in-Chief

https://www.sciencedirect.com/jou
rnal/international-biodeterioration-
and-biodegradation

The society journal published by Elsevier has been doing well continuously for
this year and the new impact factor released at the end of July is 4.907 (4.321
last year) showing an increase again from the previous year.
I want to thank the editors, reviewers, authors and supporters who have
contributed in various ways to this level of recognition for journal and the
society.

Ji-Dong Gu
Professor
Guangdong Technion – Israel institute of Technology 
(GTIIT)

Check List for Manuscript Submission 

To better serve the authors and increase the efficiency of the journal operation and performance, a
check list is provided in the following to authors to review prior to any submissions to the society
journal. This information will soon be incorporated into the EM submission system.

 Line numbers in continuous format must be added to the manuscript text
 Abstract: A single paragraph with the most significant findings stated clearly
 Nucleotide and/or amino acid sequences from the conducted research must be deposited to a public

database and the accessions numbers shall be reported at the end of Materials and Methods section
 Results and Discussion must be separated into two different sections
 Tables and figures shall be placed to the end of the manuscript. It is recommended to limit the number

of tables and figures to 1-2 and 4-5, respectively, in the main body of the manuscript text. Additional
ones can be allocated into Supplementary materials in a separate file for submission

 Conclusions section shall be brief and contain the most significant results of the study

Recommended readings:
Hites, R.A. (2014) How to give a scientific talk, present a poster, and write a research paper or proposal. Environmental
Science & Technology 48: 9960−9964. [This is a very valuable short summary from a distinguished scientist with ample
experiences and successes in research and publication.]

Day, R.A. (1998) How to Write and Publish a Scientific Paper (5th edition or latest), Oryx Press. [R.A. Day was the English
language advisor to the American Society for Microbiology Press. This book contains more detailed information as the
title stated, and it has further revised many times.]

Review Articles:
Reviewer articles are better proposed to the EiC or any editors of the journal before the online submission. One of the
basic requirements is the established and accumulated research on the topic of the article, and, additionally, structure
and contents are important elements for evaluation.
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Important Dates:

• 3 October 2022: Abstract & Grants Submission open

• Start of 2023: Registration Opens 

• 1 February 2023: Abstract & Grants Submission deadline

Launched on November 2013, 100% Biodegradable is a quarterly digital anthology which features
some of the best science-fiction and fantasy storytelling from the British indie comics scene.

The anthology is the brain-child of David Hailwood and aside from writing some of the strips, he
also acts as editor.

Curious titles….

Rebus solution: International Biodeterioration and Biodegradation Society
IBBS World – Newsletter December 2022
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There is a newly 
established COST Action 
on biocorrosion in Europe !
For information:

https://www.euro-mic.org/about/

https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA20130/

European MIC Network – New paths for science, sustainability and standards
The main aim and objective of the Action is to , in the context of MIC-research/control, 
encourage a synergistic collaboration and communication, closing the gap between 
materials scientists, engineers, microbiologists, chemists and integrity managers to 
encourage sufficient interaction between academia and industry.

•Start date - 26/10/2021
• End date - 25/10/2025
https://www.euro-mic.org/

By popular demand we republish from 

previous issues of the newsletter:

BMS Annual Scientific Meeting 12 – 14 September, 
Copthorne Hotel, Newcastle-Upon-Tyne Our 2023 
annual scientific meeting on ‘Fungal Interactions’ will 
take place in Newcastle-uponTyne, north-east England. 

https://www.millenniumhotels.com/en/newcastle/copthorne-hotel-newcastle/
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Postgraduate applicants must be members of the Society, in good standing (dues 
paid), working in higher education or research institutes.
Undergraduate applicants must be sponsored by a faculty member who will 
supervise the applicant. Projects must be related to biodeterioration or 
biodegradation.
Research must be completed either in the applicant’s (i.e., supervisor’s) laboratory, 
or another laboratory that has agreed to accept the candidate without fees. 
Deadlines for bursary applications:
Bursary applications will be considered two times per year. 
• For proposed start dates between 1 July and 1 December, deadline: 1 March
• For proposed start dates between 2 December and 30 July, deadline: 1 October

IBBS Bursaries 
The IBBS Council offers bursaries, up to £1,000 
each, in support of both undergraduate student 
projects and postgraduate student research.

https://ibbsonline.org/bursaries/

REBUS

Solution on page 19 
(bottom right, upside-down)
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Hybrid conference of the European 
Research Centre for Book and Paper 
Conservation–Restoration 
November 2023 (precise date will be 
announced). The conference will be in 
hybrid form, in person and online. The 
Congress board welcomes original 
contributions on issues related to the 
challenges and perspectives of our written 
heritage. 

Particularly welcomes contributions on the following subjects: · first response in cases of threats due to armed 
conflicts, · impact of climate change, · nanotechnologies & new materials, · metagenomics/molecular 
archaeology, · raising public awareness of the need of preserving written heritage, prints and drawings · machine 
learning (ML) and artificial intelligence (AI).

Abstracts of 150 words in English should be sent to patricia.engel@donau-uni.ac.at before the 1st of March 
2023. Please add the phrase “RC - IA congress 2023” in the title of the e-mail sent with your abstract submission.

Save the date…. 

Otto Ortega-Morales organized a school activity for International Microorganism Day 2022. From 
September 12 to 14, a series of talks and practical exercises took place in the Ucú elementary 
school, Yucatan, Mexico. The children listened to the talks on various aspects of basic microbiology 
and carried out some simple microbiology exercises like incubating plates with a drop of water, an 
unwashed hand, a rock, etc. On the third day the plates were examined and the children came to 
understand that microorganisms are everywhere around us. Talks, entitled “The positive side of 
microorganisms”, “Importance of microorganisms in water and food quality” and “Super powerful 
bacteria”, were given by members of the Autonomous University of Campeche and the Center for 
Research in Environmental Microbiology and Biotechnology, Merida, Yucatan. A 1h 15 min practical 
session based around demonstrations included 1: Observation of phototrophic microorganisms; 2: 
Collection of microscopic fungi of CIMAB; 3: Biotechnology - even in bread; 4: Colorful
microorganisms; and 5: Parasite observation by inverted microscopy. Otto is currently a visiting 
professor at UNAM Yucatan in Merida.
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IBBS Membership Renewal 
In case you still haven’t renewed your annual subscription to the International Biodeterioration & Biodegradation 
Society (IBBS), please do so by January
Our current membership rates (mostly unchanged) are as follows:
Ordinary Membership - £47.50
Student Membership - £12.50
Retired Membership - £12.50
Online Journal Subscription * - £40.00
Hard Copy Journal Subscription * (delivered by post) - £60.00
Lifetime Standard Membership - £475
Lifetime Retired Membership - £125
* Includes all member benefits and access to 10 copies per year of International Biodeterioration & Biodegradation.
To renew, visit www.ibbsonline.org/membership, log in using your email address and password and click on “renew 
membership”. 
If you have forgotten your password, click on the big green JOIN IBBS button, or use this link, 
www.ibbsonline.org/ibbsmember/signup, and follow the instructions. 
Payment is by credit/debit card or PayPal.
If you experience problems, please email: membership@ibbsonline.org
IBBS is the only scientific society for scientists working in the fields of biodeterioration, biodegradation, 
bioremediation and associated disciplines!

What we offer:
• Reduced registration rates at Society meetings and the joint meetings that we hold with other organisations and 

societies.
• Eligibility for awards and bursaries, to support small research projects and meetings, including student bursaries. 

(More info here: https://ibbsonline.org/bursaries/)
• As an affiliated society of FEMS (Federation of European Microbiological Societies), members can receive FEMS 

research grants and funding to attend conferences.
• An extensive and informative website (www.ibbsonline.org) with details of forthcoming meetings, the ability of 

members to publicise meetings and conferences that they are organising or involved with.
• Special rates for Society publications and resources.
• Regular member contact via our newsletter “IBBS World”, and frequent updates through our website and email 

network.
• Regular Society meetings and conferences - e.g. our triennial symposia - IBBS 18 online in 2021, is a three to 

four-day showcase event of the Society, although we usually have at least one shorter meeting each year, 
normally on a specific topic. (More info here: https://ibbsonline.org/meetings/)
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