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December 201 9
IBBS Membership: BENEFITS

IBBS1 8
International Biodeterioration and
Biodegradation Symposium
7-1 0 September 2020
IBBS 1 8 will be held on the campus of Montana State
University (MSU), Bozeman, MT
Organisers: Joseph M. Suflita (University of Oklahoma)
Chair of the Organizing Committee and Brenda J. Little
President of IBBS
More details on the Symposium website:

www.ibbs1 8.org

And the on IBBS website:

http://ibbsonline.org/meetings/
....continues

- Reduced registration rates at
IBBS and FEMS sponsored
conferences, meetings,
symposia.
- IBBS national representatives
in many countries can help
members with the organization
of small local meetings.
- Eligible for IBBS Graduate and
Postgraduate Bursaries (up to
£1 ,000), IBBS Small Meetings
Bursary, FEMS Research
Grants, FEMS meetings grants.

The IBBS Newsletter
This newsletter is usually sent
out every 4 months. If you have
any news, meetings you would
like us to publicise on the IBBS
Newsletter, or a crossword on an
appropriate topic, please contact
us via our IBBS Hon. Secretary:
secretary@ibbsonline.org
We need a text written in .doc,
.rtf or .txt formats. The pictures
should be of good quality (but
not too big) in any of the usual
formats (.jpg, .tif, .bmp),
preferably not embedded into
texts or other documents. Each
image should be accompanied
by a short caption. In case you
add a link to websites, please
check that the link and the
website work.
Thank you!

Flavia Pinzari
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International Biodeterioration and Biodegradation
Symposium - Bozeman, MT 7-1 0 September 2020

Topics
Biodeterioration

Impact of global warming on biodeterioration
Biodeterioration and preservation in art, archeology and architecture
Biodeterioration and multi-kingdom biofilms
Biodeterioration of fuels and fuel system components
Microbially influenced corrosion
Biodeterioration by eukaryotes
Biodeterioration in extraterrestrial environments
Biodeterioration and biodegradation by extremophiles
Metabolomic profiling of biodeterioration and biodegradation processes
Biodeterioration of natural elemental cycles
Control/prevention biodeterioration strategies
Next generation of smart materials
Novel analytical procedures for biocontrol assessments
Surface protective coatings/nanomaterials
Nanotechnology and biodeterioration

Biodegradation

Environmental fate of perfluorinated compounds
Plastic biotransformations
Biodegradation of anthropogenic compounds
Biodegradation of naturally-occurring organic matter
Microbial ecotoxicology: assessing environmental stressors on biodegradation
Microbiomes of mining and mineral extraction efforts
Fate of spilled oil and refined products.

Important IBBS1 8 Information and Dates

• Abstract submission deadline April 1 , 2020
• Early Electronic Registration ends July 1 , 2020
• Standard Electronic Registration is from July 2 - August 28, 2020
• Electronic Registration closes August 28, 2020 at 11 :59 PM
• On-site registration begins September 7, 2020
• Last day to cancel and receive a refund: August 28, 2020
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Reasons to Consider Sponsorship for IBBS1 8

1 . SHOWCASE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES: The exposition area will be in The Strand
University Building on the MSU campus adjacent to coffee/tea breaks to ensure maximum
exposure.
2. NETWORKING: IBBS 1 8 will attract international authorities on biodeterioration and
biodegradation. Organizers have planned multiple opportunities for technical discussions and
mixers.

The following are suggested sponsorship packages:
Blue Patron US$ 1 ,000

Blue Patron sponsorship is reserved for academic bodies,
societies and not-for-profit institutions. Blue Patrons will be
acknowledged within the IBBS conference brochure and program organizers’ remarks,
Acknowledgement and company logo will be featured in an automated PowerPoint slideshow
1 5 min prior to sessions. Table-top display space will be included.

Bronze Patron US$ 2,000

As for Blue Patrons but for commercial organizations.

Silver Patron US$ 4,000

Silver Patrons will be acknowledged within the IBBS conference brochure and program. The
company logo will be featured in an automated PowerPoint slideshow between sessions and
table-top display space for placement of marketing materials will be provided. One
complimentary delegate registration (excludes conference dinner) will be included. Extra
delegate registrations and conference dinner tickets can be purchased. Each delegate can offer
a volunteered presentation after meeting the requirements for abstract submission and approval
by the scientific advisory committee.

Gold Patron US$ 6,000

Event sponsorship for Gold Patrons will be acknowledged through organizers’ remarks,
conference literature and PowerPoint slideshows. Two complimentary delegate registrations
(excludes conference dinner) will be included. In addition, Gold Patrons will be acknowledged
as sponsors for one of the following specific events within the program: sponsored keynote
address or sponsored scientific session. Event
sponsorship will be acknowledged through
organizers’ remarks, conference literature and
PowerPoint slideshows. Extra delegate
registrations and conference dinner tickets can be
purchased. Each delegate can offer a volunteered
presentation after meeting the requirements for
abstract submission and approval by the scientific
advisory committee. Higher levels of support and
associated benefits can be negotiated. Additional
details are provided on the IBBS website.
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Workshop announcement
IBBS1 8 - the 1 8th International Biodeterioration and
Biodegradation Symposium, 7 - 1 0 September, 2020,
at Montana State University, Bozeman, USA
Pre-Symposium Workshop for Early Career Scholars, entitled:

“P reparing for Your First Job in a Science Department — from Application
to Interview to Negotiation”.

This workshop will be led by Dr. Gordon E. Uno
on September 7, 2020 , and held at the conference hotel, the Hilton Garden Inn.
Dr. Uno is the former Chair of the Microbiology and Plant Biology Department at the University of Oklahoma,
NSF Program Officer, President of the National Association of Biology Teachers, President of the Botanical
Society of America, and member of the Board of Directors for the American Institute of Biological Sciences. He
is currently a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.

Microorganisms and Climate Change
IBBS has joined an international movement that includes 4 academies and 27 societies,
endorsing the concerns reported in “Scientists’ Warning to Humanity: Microorganisms and
Climate Change” (Nature Reviews Microbiology volume 1 7, pages 569–586 (201 9)). The
article includes a Consensus Statement with a warning to humanity from the perspective of
microbiology. Microorganisms can both affect and be affected by climate change. The intent is
to raise awareness of the microbial world and to integrate microbial research into frameworks
for addressing climate change.
Signatories are asked to do the following:
• Provide coverage about the Consensus Statement
on the organization’s website or newsletter,
• Encourage members to promote the statement via
Twitter, Facebook or LinkedIn,
• Coordinate additional articles that focus on issues of
specific relevance to members.
IBBS and its members have long recognized the
potential impact of climate change on biodeterioration and biodegradation processes. A
session devoted to that topic has been announced for IBBS 1 8. In addition, IBBS member,
Ana Garcia Ruiz, Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, is participating in a project entitled
" Integral Evaluation of Urban Air Quality and Climate Change" evaluating climatic factors and
their relationship with physical-chemical pollutants in the air of Madrid, Spain. The team will
also look for relationships/ influences/consequences of climate change on the microbiota of
the air and possible consequences to human health. If you are working on a project related to
climate change, please let us know. Send information to secretary@ibbsonline.org for
inclusion in future IBBS newsletters.
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IBBS 201 9 Annual General Meeting
The IBBS 201 9 Annual General Meeting and a mini celebration of the 50th anniversary of
IBBS were combined for a meeting/reunion on October 3 at the Green Man Public House in
London.
Attendees from left to right: Joan Kelley, Fred Passman, Diane Band,
Christine Gaylarde,
John Gillatt, Joanna
Verran, Jimmy
Walker, Joan Smith,
Flavia Pinzari and
Brenda Little.
The programme for
the AGM included
reports from the
Honorary Secretary,
Treasurer, Membership Secretary and Programme Secretary. A report regarding FEMS
activities was presented by Joanna Verran. Ji-Dong Gu editor-in-chief submitted an update on
the International Biodeterioration and Biodegradation Journal. Minutes from the AGM meeting
with report details have been distributed to IBBS members by Honorary Secretary, Christine
Gaylarde. Highlights of the AGM programme included the formal installation of Fred Passman
as the in-coming Vice-President. The contributions of out-going Past President John Gilliat
were gratefully acknowledged. IBBS Fellowship Awards were presented to Jimmie Walker and
Joanna Verran. After the official business of the AGM was concluded, attendees enjoyed a light
lunch with beer and wine. The next few hours were devoted to the 50th anniversary
celebration, a combination of reminiscing about past IBBS events and planning for the future.
AGM 2020 will be held during IBBS1 8.

On the left Jimmy Walker and Brenda Little, above
Joanna Verran and Brenda Little during the
assignment of the IBBS Fellowship Awards
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News from the President
A State-of-the-Society Message
Dear Readers, this IBBS Newsletter will reach you near the end of the
year, a traditional time to take stock, assess accomplishments of the
past year and look forward to 2020. I say this every year, but it is truly an
exciting time to be working in the fields related to biodeterioration and biodegradation. A brief
review of news headlines for 201 9 demonstrates a global interest in anticipated changes in
microbial populations due to global warming; concern for the accumulation of recalcitrant
chemicals in the environment; use of microbial process for extraction of valuable metals
(including gold), and sequestration of toxic metals; biomineralization for repair of building
materials and methods for controlling rates of both biodeterioration and biodegradation.
Many of the world’s leading investigators in these areas are IBBS members and will chair
sessions on these topic at IBBS1 8 in 2020.
The IBBS Council met in Manchester, England, 1 9 November 201 9, with 11 attendees,
including 4 members who attended via Skype. In addition to the excitement surrounding
IBBS1 8 there are several other ongoing IBBS initiatives. IBBS now has a Wikipedia page
and a social media presence. To date the Wikipedia page and the Twitter account have been
administered by Chris Gaylarde. IBBS member Otto Ortega Morales has agreed to manage
a newly established Facebook page. You can learn more about the Facebook page in the
next newsletter. The IBBS website is about to be updated. John Gillatt, IBBS immediate pastpresident and current website administrator, has suggested some reorganization. He will be
working with Nuno Mesquita, Honorary Membership Secretary, to provide a more navigable
website.
IBBS offers bursaries to both graduate and undergraduate students. Application forms are
being updated and will be posted on the IBBS website as soon as they have been approved
by Council. The bursary application of Victor Ezebuiro, Ph.D. student in environmental
microbiology from University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria, was approved at the November
Council meeting.
The IBBS membership roster includes 236 names, 96 of whom are members in good
standing with paid up-to-date dues. For those considering registration at IBBS1 8, please
note that the reduced registration fee requires full membership in IBBS. Council members
are considering proposals for maintaining membership, including small focused meetings
and workshops. If you have ideas for society activities and are willing to play a leadership
role in developing your idea, please contact me.
Happy New Year,

Brenda

Do you know that ....IBBS Council, our executive body, is made up of 50% men and
women; our current President is a woman. How many scientific societies can say that
their members are equally divided between the sexes? We can!
Follow us on Twitter.. @ibbs_online
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IBBS Celebrated the
INTERNATIONAL MICROORGANISM DAY (IMD)
For the 201 9 celebration (IMD1 9), IBBS member John Gillatt produced an online portfolio of
images “Biofilms in Biodeterioration” contributed by the members. Dras. Asunción de los Ríos
Murillo and Ana Garcia, Museo de Ciencias Naturales (Madrid) and Universidad Politécnica de
Madrid, produced a poster: “The Good, the Bad and
the Ugly”, showing microorganisms that cause both
positive and negative effects was featured (page 9).
INTERNATIONAL MICROORGANISM DAY (IMD),
originally established in 201 7 by the Portuguese
Society for Microbiology, is a day dedicated to
raising awareness about the role of microbiology in
all aspects of our daily lives. The annual event has
since been adopted worldwide and is observed by
UNESCO. For the 201 9 celebration (IMD1 9), IBBS
prepared an online portfolio of images “Biofilms in
Biodeterioration” and a presentation, “The Good, the Bad and the Ugly,” showing
microorganisms that cause both positive and negative effects. Both will remain available on
the IBBS website, as publications. The following contributions from IBBS members in
Romania, Argentina, Mexico and Greece demonstrate a commitment to International
Microorganism Day.
The Portuguese Society of Microbiology-IMD team updated the official
website with reports on the activities that took place on September 17 2019:

https://internationalmicroorganismday.wordpress.com/

IMD IN ARGENTINA

Prof. Phd. Patricia S. Guiamet1 ,2,3, Prof. Phd. Estela D. Bruno2,3,4, Med. Vet.
Magdalena Costa 1 ,2,3, Dra. Lucía Galli 1 ,2,3, Dra. Suani Pacheco Marino1 ,2,3 Lic.
Daiana Soto.
1Instituto de Investigaciones Fisicoquímicas Teóricas yAplicadas,

Buenos Aires, Argentina; 2Cátedra
Microbiología Aplicada Facultad de Cs. Veterinarias, Buenos Aires, Argentina; 3Universidad Nacional de La
Plata; 4Laboratorio de Arqueología, Instituto de Arqueología, Universidad de Buenos Aires, Buenos Aires,
Argentina.

Prof. Ph.D. Patricia S. Guiamet, IBBS Representative in Argentina, organized
a celebration, “Microbiología Aplicada,” for IMD. The celebration included short
communications and student activities. For example, Escherichia coli O1 57:H7 and nonO1 57:H7 colonies were viewed on selective and chromogenic agars. All participants received
handmade, porcelain souvenirs decorated with microorganism morphologies, that could be
appreciated without a microscope.
Figure 1: Ceramic souvenirs of
IMD19 in Argentina; Figure 2:
Colonies of Escherichia coli
O157:H7 and nonO157:H7 growing
on selective and chromogenic agars.
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IMD IN MEXICO
The Department of Environmental Microbiology and Biotechnology, Centre of Investigations of
the Autonomous University of Campeche, produced “Café Científico” (Fig. 1 -3). Twenty-seven
participants included undergraduates, postgraduates and professors and researchers.
Organizer Dr. Benjamín Otto Ortega Morales (General Director General of Postgraduate
Studies and Research and IBBS representative for Mexico) gave a talk entitled “Neither
Microbiomania, nor
Microbophobia, but just the
Opposite”. He stressed the
importance of a scientifically
literate population to make
science more meaningful for the
man in the street.
Manuel Eduardo Ortega Cano
spoke on his experiences at the
National Institute of
Astrophysics, discussing the
potential of microorganisms
from extreme environments.
Juan Carlos Camacho Chab, in
his talk entitled “Microalgae in
the 4T (Fourth Transformation)”, Figure 1, 3: Dr. Benjamín Otto Ortega Morales explaining the
discussed the large-scale
importance of microorganisms in various natural environments. Figure
cultivation of microalgae for their 2: M. en C. Juan Enrique Pereañez Sacarías explaining the importance
utilization in the production of of understanding the effects of nanoparticles in microorganisms.
bioenergy, and M. en C. Juan
Enrique Pereañez Sacarías gave a talk entitled “Microorganisms and Nanoparticles: A Toxic
Relationship”.
Those in the Department who could not attend the talks were encouraged to use the hashtag
#internationalmicroorganismday to give their comments on the social platforms. The
internauts transmitted the information throughout the network (Fig. 4), demonstrating a
genuine interest in the presentations.

Figure 4. Statistics showing the response of internauts on the day of the Café Científico. Blue = Impressions
(how many times the tweet has been viewed); Red = Total endorsement (total number of engagements, i.e.,
any click on tweet, username, hashtag…) Grey = Likes; Yellow = Retweets.

hashtag #internationalmicroorganismday
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IMD IN ROMANIA

The IMD1 9 program was held at the Biology Faculty, Bucharest University and organized by
the IBBS Romanian representative, Moza Maria Iasmina, the Microbiology Department Head in
the Biology Faculty, Prof. Dr. Carmen Chifiriuc, the Dean of the Biology Faculty, Prof. Dr.
Carmen Postolache and her assistant Dr. Florina Botez, under the aegis of the Bucharest
University Research Institute (ICUB) and the Systematic and Sustainable Ecology Department
of the Faculty of Biology, and with the financial support of FilaraBioMed. The one-day meeting
was attended by 60 delegates. Apart from introductory and concluding speeches from the
organizers, there were 8 talks in the Medical Microbiology section, 8 in Biotechnology, 6 in
Ecology and 5 in Cultural Heritage. Our Romania representative Iasmina's talk in the latter was
entitled "Microfungi involved in biodeterioration of mural paintings and combative methods".

IMD IN GREECE

In September 201 9, FEMS organised a summer school on education in Marmari, Greece. On
IMD, Prof. Joanna Verran, IBBS representative to FEMS, hosted a special “Bad Bugs Book
Club” meeting with student, university lecturer and early career researcher delegates. In that
meeting, Jo led a discussion of the novel, Nemesis, by Philip Roth, and the group considered
the value of fiction in microbiology teaching, learning and public engagement. Jo also
participated in a live broadcast of IMD's events via Skype with Isabel de Correia, Instituto
Tecnologia Química e Biológica, Universidade Nova de Lisboa, Lisbon, Portugal, the lead
academic in the IMD initiative.

Below the poster that IBBS prepared to celebrate the International
Microorganisms day
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Conferences and meetings with IBBS-related topics
FEMS Conference on Microbiology
2-4 July 2020, Hotel Hilton Belgrade
Belgrade Serbia
in association with the Serbian Society for Microbiology
ABSTRACT SUBMISSION DEADLINE - 1 5. March 2020.
Web site: www.fems2020belgrade.com

21 st INTERNATIONAL CORROSION CONGRESS & the 8th INTERNATIONAL
CORROSION MEETING

Smart solutions for asset integrity

1 0 – 1 4 May, 2020
Sao Paulo, Brazil

Prospective authors are invited to submit abstract(s) of 250 to 300 words (no more than one
page) in English with the subject title, author name, position title and affiliation name.
Abstract should be submitted on http://www.icc-congress2020.com by October 30th, 201 9
The meeting is organized by the Brazilian Corrosion Association (ABRACO) and the
International Corrosion Council (ICC).
The congress will include a workshop on “Corrosion and Green Energy” organized by the
World Corrosion Organization (WCO). It will increase the public awareness that corrosion
and corrosion control is a key issue also in green energy production, transportation and
storage. This workshop will respond to the new challenges and opportunities for corrosion
science and engineering. An exhibition will also be organized in parallel with the technical
program and will feature the latest in corrosion control products and services. Added to the
conference program, there are plenty of social opportunities.

Could you host IBBS1 9 in 2023?
We have a proud history of International Biodeterioration and
Biodegradation Symposia going back to Southampton, UK in 1 968,
followed by Lunteren, Netherlands (1 971 ), Rhode Island (1 975),
Berlin (1 978), Aberdeen, Scotland (1 981 ), Washington, DC (1 984),
Cambridge, UK (1 987), Windsor, Ontario (1 990), Leeds, UK
(1 993), Hamburg (1 996), Crystal City, Virginia (1 999), Prague
(2002), Madrid (2005), Taormina, Sicily (2008), Vienna (2011 ), Lodz,
Poland (201 4), Manchester (2017), and now, in 2020, Montana!
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BOOKS

I nteractions Materials - Microorganisms

Concretes and Metals more Resistant to Biodeterioration
Christine Lors, Françoise Feugeas et Bernard Tribollet
EDP Sciences - Collection: Science des matériaux - janvier 201 9
75,00 €, eBook [PDF] 51 ,99 €
https://laboutique.edpsciences.fr/

This multidisciplinary book is the result of a collective work synthesizing
presentations made by various specialists during the CNRS «BIODEMAT»
school, which took place in October 201 4 in La Rochelle (France).
This book is divided into five themes related to biocolonization, material
biodeterioration, and potential improvements to such materials resulting in
better performance levels with respect to biodeterioration: physical chemistry of surfaces; biofilm
implication in biodeterioration; biocorrosion of metallic materials; biodeterioration of non-metallic
materials; design and modification of materials.

Book Review: Biodeterioration and Preservation in Art, Archaeology and Architecture

edited by Ralph Mitchell and Jennifer Clifford, Archetype Publications Ltd, London. ISBN1 0:
1 909492647 ISBN-1 3: 978-1 909492646, 1 99 pages.

Prepared by Brenda J. Little
IBBS members (listed alphabetically by last name) Chris Gaylarde,
Nuno Mesquita, Otto Ortega Morales, Flavia Pinzari, Antonio Portugal,
and Clara Urzi are contributors to 201 8 volume, B iodeterioration and
Preservation in Art, Archaeology and Architecture. Cover images were
provided by Flavia Pinzari and Clara Urzi. The paperback volume
provides two introductory papers on the role of biofilms and climate
change on biodeterioration of heritage materials. There follows a series
of papers from internationally recognized authorities on biodeterioration
and conservation of a range of materials, including paper and
parchment; photographs and cinematographic films; paintings on
canvas, caves, catacombs and modern materials; textiles; submerged
wooden archeological artifacts and limestone monuments. Papers
provide information regarding modern methods for identifying microorganisms responsible for
biodeterioration and the use of microorganisms in conservation/preservation, e.g., biocleaning and
biocontrol.
Architecture, buried/submerged artifacts, stone monuments and cave paintings are routinely exposed to
conditions conducive to biofilm formation and biodegradative processes. However, specific
mechanisms and biodeterioration rates are influenced by exposure conditions, e.g., environmental
pollution and climate (e.g., temperature and humidity). Less obvious, but equally destructive, is the role
of microorganisms in the deterioration of cultural artifacts stored in climate-controlled repositories,
libraries and museums.
In all cases, conservation requires an understanding of the interaction between microorganisms, the
chemistries they produce and the vulnerability of the substratum. Papers collected in Biodeterioration
and Preservation in Art, Archaeology and Architecture provide the background required for
understanding the complexity of degradation and preservation processes. The papers are beautifully
illustrated with up-to-date references, making the volume an ideal reference for those interested in
biodeterioration, preservation and conservation.

IBBS World – Newsletter December 2019

Page 1 2

NEWS

Dr. David Smith celebrates nearly half a century at Centre for Agriculture
and Bioscience (CAB) International
Congratulations to Dr. David Smith, Director of Biological Resources at CAB International, Wallingford,
Oxfordshire, England, for receipt of a 45-year service award. Dr. Smith is a Fellow of the Royal
Society of Biology and a member of the World Federation for Culture Collections. His 1 98 publications
include 1 03 peer-reviewed papers, chapters and books and 1 63 presentations at 1 52 conferences in
30 countries. The book, Preservation and Maintenance of Living Fungi, co-authored by Drs. Smith and
Agnes H.S. Onions, has been cited over 500 times. The multi-authored PLOS Biology-published 201 4
paper, “Genomic Encyclopaedia of Bacteria and Archaea: Sequencing a Myriad of Type Strains,” has
been cited approximately 1 50 times. Dr. Smith currently supports CAB International’s microbiology
staff in project development.

Dr David Smith at CABI’s laboratories in Egham, UK

Dr Smith with colleagues after being presented with his
long service award by CABI CEO Dr Trevor Nicholls

IBBS Country Representatives
have been appointed to help
members and potential
members in their geographic
areas of responsibility, to
promote the work of the Society
and to be a contact point. So
far, we have appointed 27
Country Representatives, each
covering one country (two in the
case of China and Austria) or
region.

IBBS Country Representatives

Check on the IBBS website to locate the representative of your country:

https://ibbsonline.org/countryreps/

If you are interested in being one of our “ambassadors” please contact the IBBS Hon.
Secretary – secretary@ibbsonline.org.
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Remember that....
IBBS is member of FEMS
FEMS is the Federation of European Microbiological Societies
(FEMS) is an international European scientific organization,
formed by the union of a number of national organizations.
Read the the FEMS newsletter: https://mailchi.mp/fems-microbiology/n1 6x1 l56zz2636201 ?e=b023dea76b ....and its latest news: https://fems-microbiology.org/news/

IBBS Council member Joanna Verran represents IBBS at FEMS,
she recently attended the FEMS Council and here are her notes
As usual, FEMS Council had a very productive meeting in Milan in September
201 9
We welcomed Prof Hilary Lappin-Scott as our new President, and look forward
to many new developments. The annual report is available online providing
information on many of the Federation's activities.
Forthcoming activities that IBBS members might be interested in:
- The European Academy of Microbiology (see website) has opened
nominations for new members.
- There is a call for nominations for FEMS Directors of Events and
Internationalization, Education and Public Engagement, and Research and
Publications. Elections will take place at the 2020 Council meetings, and successful candidates will
begin their work in January 2021 .Deadline for applications is 30 April 2020 (support from two FEMS
Societies is required as part of
the process).
- There will be a FEMS
Conference on Microbiology
taking place in Belgrade 2 - 4
July 2020, in association with the
Serbian Microbiology Society.
These smaller meetings will be
held in the years between
Congress.
- And of course don't forget the
grants that FEMS awards!
It is an honour to represent IBBS at FEMS, and I think it is a great benefit to our Society to be a part of
this larger Federation.
Link to FEMS Annual Report: https://fems-microbiology.org/wp-content/uploads/201 9/09/AnnualReport-201 8-final.pdf

Award of the 201 9 Postgraduate IBBS Bursary
The IBBS postgraduate 201 9 Bursary has been assigned to Victor Ezebuiro
(University of Port Harcourt, Choba, Port Harcourt, Nigeria) who will undertake
the research entitled " Development of low-cost microbial formulation for
bioremediation of hydrocarbon contaminated arable soils". Principal
Investigator: Victor Ezebuiro. Principal Supervisor: Prof. G.C. Okpokwaisli.
Other Collaborators: Dr I.J. Ipeghan and Dr. B. Oruwari.
We will learn more about this research in the next IBBS newsletter.

IBBS
Bursary
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Report of a great meeting held in 201 9
by Ana M. García Ruiz

2nd International Meeting on New Strategies in Bioremediation Processes
BioRemid 201 9
Porto, 24th-25th October

Olga C. Nunes, Chemical Engineering
Department, University of Porto,
organized the Second International
Meeting on New Strategies in
Bioremediation Processes, BioRemid
201 9, held in Porto (Portugal), 24th25th October. BioRemid 201 9 attracted
over a hundred and forty researchers
from sixteen different countries from
four continents: Europe, America, Asia
and Africa. Attendees enjoyed nine
Opening ceremony of BioRemid 2019: members of the organizing and
plenary lectures, eighteen oral
scientific committees, speakers and researchers attending the event
presentations and approximately 1 00
poster presentations. The Biodeterioration, Biodegradation and Bioremediation Group of the
Spanish Society for Microbiology (BBB-SEM)
actively supported this event with a plenary
lecture and keynote lectures in three of the
seven sessions. The International
Biodeterioration and Biodegradation (IBB)
Journal will publish a Special Issue, “New
Strategies in Bioremediation Processes.”
The Third International Meeting on New
Strategies in Bioremediation Processes,
BioRemid 2022, will be held in Basel,
Switzerland, and organized by Dr. Philippe
Corvini.
Awards ceremony for the best short oral
communications presented by young researchers

International Biodeterioration & Biodegradation

The Official Journal of the International Biodeterioration and

Biodegradation Society
Editor-in-Chief: J-D. Gu

The society journal International Biodeterioration & Biodegradation (IBB) is
performing very well this year. By the end of September 201 9, more than
1 ,200 manuscripts were received, corresponding to an increase of more than
1 0% for the same period last year. The 201 8 Impact Factor is 3.824 (Impact
Factor measures the average number of citations received in a particular year
by papers published in the journal during the two preceding years).
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IBBS Member awarded at the American Society for Microbiology’s 2019 Agar Art Contest

The IBBS Member Isabel Franco Castillo has been awarded
by the ASM Agar Art for her piece entitled “Fu(n)ji-san”.
Isabel has been chosen as the 3rd place winner in the
‘Professional’ category of the ASM 201 9 Agar Art Contest.
The contest this year received 347 Agar Art submissions from
41 5 artists in 43 different countries.
Isabel is doctoral researcher in the laboratory of IBBS Member
Prof. Scott Mitchell (Instituto de Ciencia de Materiales de
Aragón, Universidad de Zaragoza, Spain).
ASM Agar Art website with the winners of this year:
https://www.asm.org/Events/201 9-ASM-Agar-Art-Contest/Home

Fu(n)ji-san

This 3D agar art represents a volcanic eruption on an island, spewing lava down the mountainside towards the beach, surrounded by
corals. The red corals surrounding the island have been made with a microorganism isolated from food, incubated on PCA medium and
dyed with Brilliant Blue colorant. The volcanic mountain is made of PDA medium shaped as a mountain, inoculated with the mould
Cladosporium cladosporioides. The lava spouting forth from the crater was made by dropping agar stained with red food colouring.
The idyllic beach at the foot of the volcano was made by seeding the beigecoloured spores of the mould Aspergillus ochraceus.

Membership Renewal
Your annual subscription to the International Biodeterioration & Biodegradation Society (IBBS) is now
due for renewal, as it expires at the end of 201 9.
Our current membership rates (mostly unchanged) are as follows:
Ordinary Membership - £47.50
Student Membership - £1 2.50
Retired Membership - £1 2.50
Online Journal Subscription * - £40.00
Hard Copy Journal Subscription * (delivered by post) - £60.00
Lifetime Standard Membership - £475
Lifetime Retired Membership - £1 25
* Includes all member benefits and access to 10 copies per year of International Biodeterioration & Biodegradation.

To renew, visit www.ibbsonline.org/membership, log in using your email address and password and
click on “renew membership”.
If you have forgotten your password, click on the big green JOIN IBBS button, or use this link,
www.ibbsonline.org/ibbsmember/signup, and follow the instructions.
Payment is by credit/debit card or PayPal.
If you have a problem, please email: membership@ibbsonline.org.
IBBS is the only scientific society for scientists working in the fields of biodeterioration, biodegradation,
bioremediation and associated disciplines!

What we offer:

• Reduced registration rates at Society meetings and the joint meetings that we hold with other organisations
and societies.
• Eligibility for awards and bursaries, to support small research projects and meetings, including student
bursaries. (More info here: https://ibbsonline.org/bursaries/)
• As an affiliated society of FEMS (Federation of European Microbiological Societies), members can receive
FEMS research grants and funding to attend conferences.
• An extensive and informative website (www.ibbsonline.org) with details of forthcoming meetings, the ability of
members to publicise meetings and conferences that they are organising or involved with.
• Special rates for Society publications and resources.
• Regular member contact via our newsletter “IBBS World”, and frequent updates through our website and
email network.
• Regular Society meetings and conferences - e.g. our triennial symposia - IBBS 1 8 in Bozeman, Montana, USA
in 2020, is a three to four-day showcase event of the Society, although we usually have at least one shorter
meeting each year, normally on a specific topic. (More info here: https://ibbsonline.org/meetings/)

