
IBBS World 
Newsletter of the International Biodeterioration and Biodegradation  
Society         January, 2015 

Editor’s Notes 

This is my second time as edi-
tor of the Newsletter and my 
first wearing the “Honorary 
Secretary” hat. Yes, John Gillatt 
has finally had to resign this 
position, as he has been elect-
ed President of the IBBS. I hope 
that I am able to live up to the 
high standards that he set as 
Secretary. 

This also means that Geoff 
Robson has now become Im-
mediate Past President and I 
should like to thank him for all 
his hard work over the past 
three years. Geoff was unfortu-
nate in that, through illness, he 
missed the last Triennial Sym-
posium—and the IBBS16 report 
on page 4, together with the 
photos on page 3, will show 
how unfortunate that really 
was for him! We hope, howev-
er, that there will be no such 
problem with the next Sympo-
sium, in his home town of 
Manchester, in 2017. 

In this Newsletter, we are ask-
ing for new, young members of 
IBBS to offer their services as 
members of Council. Some of 
us have been Council members  
almost since IBBS was merely 
IB (see the Society history on 
the website to find out how 
long that is!). We need some 
new blood and are asking su-
pervisors to put forward their 
students/trainees, as well as 
requesting young people them-
selves to consider contributing 
to the Society in this way. Stu-
dent membership is very cheap 
and so there will be no need to 
increase your student loan if 
you are not already a member! 

Contact me (Chris Gaylarde) at 

secretary@ibbsonline.org   beata.gutarowska@p.lodz.pl or secretary@ibbsonline.org 

IBBS Meeting  

 

Water Microbiology 

ï past, present and 

future horizons   

 

September 7th – 8th 2015 

Winchester, UK 

Following previous successful Disinfection and Decontamination meetings held in 
2010 (University of Central Lancashire) and 2013 (University of Manchester) the 
IBBS is pleased to announce this exciting meeting on the important topic area of 
water microbiology. The specific theme of this meeting is "safety of water as a 
product in healthcare” and it will be organised in association PHE and a number of 
partner organisations. The main speakers will be prominent microbiologists con-
cerned with the use of water in healthcare, analytical scientists specialising in mi-
crobial testing and disinfection, specialists concerned with water supply and mi-
crobial control.  

In addition to invited oral presentations, the meeting will invite submission for a 
number of oral and poster slots with a prize for the best young scientist and post-
er.  More information and a provisional programme at www.ibbsonline.org/water.  

Contact jimmy.walker@phe.gov.uk  

The next IBBS meeting will be: 

Biodeterioration and Protection of Cultural Heritage 
This IBBS conference will be hosted by the 

Technical University of Ğ·dŦ, Poland, on 

September 8 and 9, 2016. Sessions will include 

biodeterioration of cultural heritage materials, 

investigation methods and disinfection and 

control. A special session will cover objects 

stored under water. For more information please 

contact Beata Gutarowska or myself: 

http://www.ibbsonline.org/water


New Honorary Fellow 

Professor Hans-Curt Flemming has been elected an 
Honorary Fellow of the Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hans-Curt was President of IBBS from 2003 to 2006.  
He was one of the first German scientists to establish 
a biofilm group and has contributed enormously to the 
study and control of biofilms in water.  

Not only is he a renowned scientist, but also a pub-
lished author of non-scientific books, including poetry 
and fairy tales. It is in his role as water biofilm special-
ist, however, that we hope to see him at our Septem-
ber meeting in Winchester, where he will be present-
ed with his Fellowship certificate. 

Your Membership Subs Are Now Due! 

2015 Membership Rates 

Students/Retired Members: Ã12.50 
Standard Membership:   Ã47.50 

If you are an Honorary Fellow of the Society you do not 
need to renew your membership 

International Biodeterioration & Biodegradation (8 

issues) 

Online Subscription:   Ã35 
Hard Copy:     Ã60 delivered 

To Renew Your Membership 

Simply go to the membership section of our website - 
http://ibbsonline.org/membership, log in using your regis-
tered email address and your password. If you have not 
previously set your own password the default is 
"ibbs" (without the " "). Then just follow the instructions 
and make your payment. 

The IBBS Student Bursary—”Roll-over” 

No applications were received in 2013 for this bursary, which is currently only available to help undergraduate 
students perform a specific project and so, in 2014, Council decided to combine the two yearsô awards, making 
a total of Ã500. 

The bursary has been awarded to Dr Patricia Guiamet, of INIFTA, La Plata, Argentina, for the undergraduate 
student project : 

   ñMicroorganisms in biodeterioration of archaeological textiles. Analysis with 

different techniquesò, to be carried out by Thelma Dominga Teileche (standing in 
the photo).  
 
Congratulations, Patricia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  MEMBERSð why not apply for a Student bursary for this year? Application guidelines are available from me: 

secretary@ibbsonline.org 

 
You can also apply for a Small Meetings Grant, worth the same amount, to help with the organisation and 
running of any relevant small meeting in your country. The conference ñMicrobes in wastewater & Waste Treat-
ment, Bioremediation and Energy productionò, held in Goa, India, was one of the events that profited from such 
a grant in 2011. 

 

https://mail.thor.uk.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=axYPNlDMHE-Q7iuBNlBF2F82mwpS9dEIdwnERz5OOzrgvWvuZwjQXfGa0hfTf59sdv1LYj9Og1A.&URL=http2f2fmembership


International Biodeterioration and Biodegra-
dation 

 

 

 

 

There have been two Special Issues of the Journal this 

year. The first, in January, covered the 2nd Internation-

al Conference on Biodeterioration of Wood and Wood 

Products, held in Tartu, Estonia in 2014. The guest 

editors were Kalle Pilt and Christine Gaylarde. The 

second appeared in November as part of Volume 95. 

This included selected papers from LABS 8, the 8th 

Latin American Biodeterioration and Biodegradation 

Symposium, held in Porto Alegre, Brazil, in 2013, and 

was edited by Fatima Bento and Christine Gaylarde.   

If you are organising a conference, or other scientific 

meeting under the aegis of IBBS, and would like the 

opportunity to have suitable papers published in IBB, 

please contact either the editor-in-chief Dr. Bob Koes-

tler (KoestlerR@si.edu), or me 

(cgaylarde@gmail.com). 

AGM AND NEW COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

The Annual General Meeting of IBBS was held dur-
ing IBBS16 in Ğ·dŦ. It was here that John Gillatt took 
over the Presidency and I became Hon. Secretary. 

Both John and I have been members of IBBS since it 
was merely BS, the Biodeterioration Society, in the days 
when Biodegradation was something of a novelty. We 
are not the only two ñmatureò members and we would 
like to reduce the average age of Council members by 
electing one or two students, or other young workers. 

So, older membersðhave you any students or trainees 
that could be interested in contributing to the running of 
IBBS? If they are not already members, that canôt be a 
problem with our low Student Membership fee (Ã12.50). 

Student membersðcome and have your say about how 
the Society should be run. Got some ideas? Tell us. 

You can participate in Council meetings by SKYPE and 
so country of domicile is not a problem. 

 

Play your part in IBBS. Contact any current 

Council member for more information.  

IBBS16 photos 

The whole photo gallery is available at www.ibbs2014.p.lodz.pl  

 

Our marathon runners united again at IBBS16! 

L to R: John Gillatt, Malcolm Greenhalgh, Dennis Allsopp, 

Glyn Morton 

Fun for all at the 

Symposium dinner 

Beata Gutarowska  

104 posters were 

presented. Some 

were truly amazing! 

S. Al-Aqeel (R) 

received Best Poster 

prize and E. Dalod 

(far R) was the au-

dience choice. 

1982 2014 
And finally:  

12 keynote and 

40 oral presenta-

tions were given.  



Meetings and Conference Reports 

IBBS16ðXVI International Biodeterioration and Bio-

degradation Symposium, Ğ·dŦ, Poland, 3-5 Septem-

ber 2014. 

 

 

 

 

The Societyôs triennial conference, recognized by many 

to be the best ever, was organized by Ğ·dŦ University of 

Technology, the University of Ğ·dŦ, Cracow University of 

Economics and the Central Institute for Labour Protec-

tion-National Research Institute. It was held in Ğ·dŦ EX-

PO Hall.  

175 participants from Europe, Asia, North America, 

South America and Australia attended and there were 12 

scientific sessions: Microbiologically Influenced Corro-

sion (chairman Iwona Beech), Biofilms and Biofouling 

(chairman Chris Gaylarde), Biodeterioration and Biodeg-

radation of Wood and Wood Products (chairman Geof-

frey Daniel), Biodeterioration and Biodegradation of Pol-

ymeric Materials (Glyn Morton substituting Geoff Robson 

as chairman ), Biodegradation of Cultural Heritage 

(chairman Katja Sterflinger), Microorganisms and the 

Quality of Life (chairman Jimmy Walker), Biotransfor-

mation and Biodegradation of Hazardous Compounds) 

(chairman Jerzy DğugoŒski), Biodegradation and Biore-

mediation of Persistent Pollutants (chairman Katerina 

Demnerova), Biodiversity of Organisms involved in Bio-

deterioration Biodegradation and Bioremediation 

(chairman Joe Suflita), Strategic view of Economic, Reg-

ulatory Affairs, Forensic Studies and Regional Develop-

ment in Biodeterioration (chairman Dennis Allsopp), Pro-

tection against Biodeterioration Process (chairman Glyn 

Morton) and Biodegradation in Environmental Protection 

(chairman Laurence R. Wetherley). See the photos on 

page 3. 

Future meetings 

5th International Symposium on Applied Microbiolo-
gy and Molecular Biology in Oil Systems (ISMOS-5) 

will be held from June 2nd to 5th 2015 in Stavanger, 
Norway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The symposium will address some major challenges 
faced by the oil and gas industry, such as souring, biocor-
rosion, MEOR, petroleum biodegradation, as well as spe-
cific challenges linked to the Arctic environment.  

Full details at http://www.ismos-5.org   

Heat Exchanger Fouling and Cleaning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This meeting will be held from June 07-12, 2015, at 

Johnstown House (Hotel & Spa), Enfield (Dublin), Co 

Meath, Ireland. Full details at  http://heatexchanger-

fouling.com 

 

The next newsletter will be edited by Geoff Robson.  

IBBS-17 

The Society’s next triennial International Sym-

posium will be held in Manchester, UK, in Sep-

tember 

2017.   

The theme 

will be Pro-

tection, 

Preservation 

and Control. 

An organis-

ing committee is already in place, headed by 

John Gillatt and Malcolm Greenhalgh. Contact 

us if you are interested in sponsoring this event. 

 

The 9th World Mycotoxin Forum & XIVth International 
Symposium on Mycotoxins and Phycotoxins  will be 
held from 6th  to 10th June, 2016, in Winnipeg, Canada. 

 

 

 

Details will be available in due course of time. Meanwhile, 
see the web site for contact details: 

http://www.WMFmeetsIUPAC.org  

http://www.ismos-5.org/
http://www.wmfmeetsiupac.org/

