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Editor’s Notes 

It seems very appropriate that 
my first time as Newsletter 
editor is approaching the end 
of my time as President. Soon I 
will become “Immediate Past 
President” and hand over to 
Geoff Robson. 

My particular contribution to 
this Newsletter is a crossword. 
I am a newcomer at designing 
crosswords and so have kept it 
simple. I hope to get some 
feedback from you, the read-
ers—and, perhaps, offers to set 
a better puzzle for the next 
Newsletter. 

We have a number of inter-
esting meetings associated 
with IBBS this year and you will 
find reports and details of the-
se and other interesting 
meetings on page 5. This year’s 
autumn Society meeting on 
10th and 11th September is in 
Winchester, UK (see the box 
alongside). I hope to see many 
of you there. Next year, the 8th 
Latin American Biodeteriora-
tion and Biodegradation Sym-
posium will take place in Porto 
Alegre, Brazil. Preparations are 
well underway and I know that 
I will see some IBBS members 
there also. 

Long-time members—we need 
your help! Please see the an-
nouncement by Dennis Allsopp 
on page 3. 

If you have any news, meetings 
you would like us to publicise, 
etc.—or a crossword on an 
appropriate topic— please con-
tact us via our Secretary, John 
Gillatt: 

secretary@ibbsonline.org 

 

This my be your last chance to register for the Winchester meeting. It concerns a topic that 
affects pretty well all aspects of biodeterioration and biodegradation—Biofilms.  This is a 
particularly appropriate choice in view of the death of Dr. Bill Costerton, the “Biofilm 
Guru”,  earlier this year.  For full details, meeting programme and registration information 
go to the Society web site, or contact: j.s.webb@soton.ac.uk 

Find out about the Best Poster prize, sponsored by Rentokil Initial 

IBBS Meeting - 

Antimicrobial  Strategies for Biofilm Control 

September 10th – 11th 2012 

Winchester, UK 

Philip Stewart, Director, Centre for Biofilm Engineering, Montana 

‘The science of biofilm control with antimicrobial agents’ 
Hilary Lappin-Scott, University of Swansea  ‘A tribute to Bill Costerton’ 

8th Latin American Bio-

deterioration and Bio-

degradation 

Symposium—LABS 8 

Hotel Continental, Porto Alegre, 

Brazil  

April 7—10, 2013. 

 

The LABS series returns to Brazil!  Those of you who were present at the first sympo-

sium in Campos do Jordão, São Paulo state, the second in Gramado, or the third in 

Florianopolis, will remember the enthusiasm of the principally Brazilian delegates 

and the amazing social scene (not to mention the caipirinhas!). For further infor-

mation and sponsorship opportunities, contact me (CCG), or 8labs2013@gmail.com 

mailto:j.s.webb@soton.ac.uk


Biodeterioration of Buildings Crossword 

Clues may be straightforward or cryptic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first person to send a fully (and correctly) com-

pleted crossword to John Gillatt 

(secretary@ibbsonline.org) will receive the accolade 

of having their name emblazoned on the front page of 

the next newsletter. 

Send a better one for the next newsletter! 

 

Heritage Biocare 4—Training Course Notes for Non-Specialists  

is now on sale to members and non-members at £20/€25  and £40/€50, respectively. Postage must be added; 
£1 (UK), £2/€2.50(Europe) or £3 (rest of the world). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This CD comprises a set of 26 Power 

Point presentations on the influence of living organisms on heritage materials. All the presentations are lavishly 

illustrated with original photographs. Topics include detection, prevention and control methods.  The CD is in-

tended for private study and use in training courses for conservators, librarians and others concerned with the 

storage and use of cultural heritage materials and includes problems caused by microorganisms, macroorgan-

isms and human beings. No previous academic training in biology is assumed.  Module groups are: 

Introductory modules (5)  

Paper and books (2) ; Wood (3) ; Buildings (2);  

Constructional Materials (2) ; Other materials (3) ;  

Archaeology (1)   

Detection and Testing (3) ; Control (2)   

Education (3) 

Contact: secretary@ibbsonline.org or visit www.ibbsonline.org/webshop.html  
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Clues across 

3. Helps to reduce microbial growth within buildings (abbr) 
(2) 

5. Our American cousins find them in rotten wood all over 
the world. (5) 

7. The units you should use (abbr) (2) 

8. May protect us, but not buildings, from infection (abbr) 
(2) 

10. Roofs like this are prone to rot. (4) 

11. Needs replacing in a rotten church, or may fall on your 
foot. (4) 

13. This basidium is common on paint. (5) 

15. What you should do fast when your home is infected 
with termites! (3) 

16. Stony-faced microbe! (8) 

Clues down 

1. You’ll need this to see the cells properly (abbr) (2) 

2. If the wall’s green, look for this. (4) 

3. Chop the fungus into quarters and you get Cleopatra’s 
pet. (3) 

4. Are they decorative on buildings, or are they danger-
ous?(7) 

6. The base of more bio-resistant paints. (3) 

9. It’s worse than wet! (3, 3) 

10. A bit from the surface — not chocolate. (5) 

12. Not shovelled onto the surface, but still disfigures. (4) 

14. Trentepohlia—sign of the communist alga? (3) 

 

mailto:secretary@ibbsonline.org
http://www.ibbsonline.org/webshop.html


International Biodeterioration and Biodegra-
dation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor-in-Chief Bob Koestler writes: 

The journal is continuing to increase in popularity. 

We are swamped with submissions—at the rate it is 

going we will be over 700 submissions this year, up 

from 562 last year. We have 3 new editors, Phil 

Geis, Rene Schneider, and Clara Urzi, and have, 

unfortunately, lost one editor, Hector Videla. I have 

also rotated some editorial board members off 

(Iwona Beech and Cesareo Saiz-Jimenez, the latter 

due to his retirement) and added one new member 

(Katja Sterflinger). We have two special issues in the 

works: ISMOS-3 (3rd International Symposium on 

Applied Microbiology and Molecular Biology in Oil 

Systems) and IBBS-15. 

Bob has also given us some further details on the 

trend in submissions: 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Comment from CCG: 

Katja and I have been working hard on the IBBS-15 

special edition and all submissions are now in. So 

far, 35 papers have been accepted, 6 rejected and 5 

require the authors’ revision. 

FEMS GRANTS 

As you know, IBBS is a member society of FEMS and, 

as such, members are eligible to apply for FEMS grants. 

Deadlines for  applications are as follows:- 

15 December 2012: 

FEMS National & Regional Congresses Grants 

1 December 2012: 

FEMS Research Fellowships, FEMS Visiting Scientist 

Grants 

1 September 2012; 1 April 2013: 

FEMS Meeting Attendance Grants 

1 October 2012: 

FEMS Advanced Fellowships 

1 March 2013: 

FEMS Meeting Grants (for meetings to be held in 2014) 

Please see the FEMS webpage (www.fems-
microbiology.org) for details. 

 2011 total 2012 First 

 quarter 

Total submissions  

handled by editors 

 

806 278 

Returned for revision 

 

243 69 

Rejected 57% 56% 

AGM AND ELECTIONS FOR COUNCIL 

The Annual General Meeting of IBBS will be held 
during the Biofilms meeting in Winchester. It will take 
place after the last paper is presented on Monday, 10th 
Sept. 

Please attend and play your part in IBBS.  

All members of the Society are entitled to attend and, 
since registration for the meeting will automatically ac-
company Society membership, this means that all dele-
gates may attend the AGM. 

 

Council members retiring this year are Paul Airey, Chris 
Gaylarde and Diego Moreno.  Council proposes three 
members for election: Chris Gaylarde, Diego Moreno 
and Katja Sterflinger. 

IBBS History- Appeal for information 

Dennis Allsopp, former President and long time member 

of IBBS, is about to draft an outline history of the Socie-

ty. Over the years, nearly all archival material has been 

lost, and this task is being started almost from scratch. 

Do you have any files of previous meetings, events, 

memorable dates or anecdotes? Do you have any 

(publishable) memories you wish to share? All contribu-

tions, however sketchy or seemingly trivial are welcome; 

for instance, we need to establish a list of 

past Presidents and their periods of office. We have a 

list of International Symposia up to that held in Leeds, 

1993, when hard copies of the Proceedings ceased to 

be published, but are lacking information on those fol-

lowing this. Please contact Dennis Allsopp at 

dennis.allsopp@yahoo.com 

https://mail.google.com/mail/h/1938acxnoqtj0/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=dennis.allsopp@yahoo.com


CALENDARS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The joint IBBS/SGM calendars have been a great suc-

cess. Even the House of Commons in the UK Govern-

ment took an interest and asked for further information on 

the subject. Should the Society try to produce one of its 

own? Let us know your opinion and SEND US PIC-

TURES. Even if we don’t get enough photos for a good 

quality calendar, we would like to start organising a Photo 

Gallery for future use on the web site, or to be made 

available to members (with the approval of the photo do-

nor, of course). 

STUDENT BURSARIES 

Exceptionally, the Society will be awarding TWO student bursaries this year. Council found it difficult to choose 
between the two submissions and, in view of the lack of applications in the last couple of years, decided to ap-
prove both.  Here are the details. 

 

1. Title: Decay and recycling: a public engagement activity 

Supervisor and IBBS member: Joanna Verran, Manchester Metropolitan University.  Student: Katie 

Carolan 

The bursary will be used to fund a study by the student, accompanied by an arts student, during the summer 
vacation, to identify and develop a series of novel learning activities for young visitors at a public engagement 
event at Norton Priory Museum and Gardens, Cheshire, UK, during 13-19 October. 

 

 

2. Title: Biodeterioration of an archival manuscript from the XVII Century. Diagnostic and dis-
infection methods 

Supervisor and IBBS member: Flavia Pinzari, Institute for Cultural Heritage Conservation (IC‐

RCPAL), Rome, Italy. Student: Livia Martinelli 

The grant will be used to finance the purchase of Biolog Plates for the characterisation of bacterial strains that 
will be isolated during a project on biodeterioration of parchment‐supported manuscript. The damage ob-
served consists of a very dense pattern of purple‐coloured stains. The study will increase our understanding 
of the physical and chemical changes observed in parchment as a result of fungal and bacteriological attack. 

OUR NEW TREASURER 

Jeremy Webb has taken over from Kath White-
head as the Honorary Treasurer of IBBS. Kath 
has done a wonderful job, putting the Society’s 
accounts into good order  and we are extremely 
grateful. She now deserves time to devote to oth-
er, possibly more important things. 

Jeremy has taken over the reins at the same time 
as he is organising his own IBBS meeting, in Win-
chester. Double whammy, Jeremy! 

 

 



Meetings and Conference Reports 

8th International Conference on Contaminants in 
Freezing Ground, Obergurgl/Tyrol, Austria – 22-26 

April, 2012 

This was the 8th conference in the CFG series, orga-

nized every two years. Previous conferences were held 

in Cambridge/UK, Hobart/Tasmania, Alaska/USA, Oslo/

Norway, Vermont/USA and Kingston/Canada. The next 

conference (CFG9) will be held in 2014 in Melbourne, 

Australia. 

CFG8 attracted 61 participants from 12 countries. The 

overall conclusions may be summarised as follows: Field 

studies have demonstrated the feasibility of bioremedia-

tion of contaminated cold soils. However, effective biore-

mediation technologies must involve appropriate stimula-

tion of indigenous biodegraders. This requires detailed 

studies on nutritional requirements and other abiotic 

properties at each site, as well as continuous, long-term 

monitoring. Landfarming, biopiles, permeable reactive 

barriers and phytoremediation (rhizoremediation) have 

been successfully applied for frozen soils contaminated 

with crude oil, diesel oil, PCBs and heavy metals. The 

application of geosynthetic barrier systems is a promis-

ing improvement. To monitor and assess the success of 

bioremediation, new methodologies have been devel-

oped, including microbial community sequencing 

(metagenomics), studies on microbial diversity, and rap-

id tests to evaluate toxicology, health risks and microbial 

activity. The management of contaminated sites is 

strongly influenced by country-specific regulations. How-

ever, there is a generally increasing awareness of the 

hazards of contaminants in frozen ground and the im-

portance of environmentally friendly bioremediation 

treatment of such sites . 

Future meetings 

Second International Conference on Biodeteriora-

tion of Wood and Wood Products  

This IBBS joint conference will be hosted by the Esto-

nian University of Life Sciences and held at the Dor-

pat Conference Centre, Tartu, Estonia, April 24 – 27, 

2013. For more information please visit the BWWP 

2013 website at www.bwwp2013.eu or contact the 

Organizing Committee by e-mail: info@bwwp2013.eu 

Registration has already begun.  

 

1st Swiss International Conference on Industrial Microbiology 
– Microscon 2012 

The conference will focus on the industrial application, 
exploitation, discovery and control of microorganisms in 
the fields of food and beverages, plants and environment, 
industrial manufacturing, and pharmaceuticals.  

Full details at http://www.microscon.com  

October 16th—17th 2012 
Conference Hotel Arte 
Olten, Switzerland 

The 2nd International Conference on Antimicrobial 

Research (ICAR2012)  

 

 

 

 

Lisbon, Portugal, from 21-23 November 2012. It will cover 
anti-microbial strategies, in biotic or abiotic environments, 
in planktonic or adhered states, in biologically specific or 
non-specific ways, in vitro or in vivo. Contact Antonio 
Méndez-Vilas info@icar-2012.org, more details at http://
www.formatex.org/icar2012. 

 

The Reservoir Microbiology Forum 27th and 28th No-

vember, The Energy Institute, London  

is an annual 2-day conference. This multi-disciplinary 
meeting will present experiences in the area of reservoir 
microbiology relevant to oil recovery. Contributions can be 
in the form of results from scientific research projects or 
case studies. For further information please visit 

www.energyinst.org/reservoir-microbiology-forum or con-
tact Gemma Wilkinson - gwilkinson@energyinst.org  

The next newsletter will be edited by Geoff 

Robson.  

IBBS-16 

The Society’s next triennial International Sym-

posium will be held in Lodz, Poland, in 2014.  

Beata Gutarowska’s proposal was chosen and 

the other candidate, Srikanth Mutnuri in Goa, 

will organize another meeting. 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bwwp2013.eu%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFajXeVqYN8h16tdj8HPPH1i5NVrQ
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/16mbe9jqec3/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=info@bwwp2013.eu
http://www.microscon.com/
mailto:info@icar-2012.org
http://www.formatex.org/icar2012/
http://www.formatex.org/icar2012/
http://www.ibbsonline.org/www.energyinst.org/reservoir-microbiology-forum
mailto:gwilkinson@energyinst.org%20

