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Editor’s Notes

IBBS Meeting -

Antimicrobial Strategies for Biofilm Control
September 10th – 11th 2012
Winchester, UK
Keynote – Philip Stewart, Director, Centre for Biofilm Engineering, Montana

This year’s IBBS autumn meeting concerns a topic that affects almost all aspects of
biodeterioration and biodegradation—Biofilms. Whether it’s problems in paint production plants, water treatment systems, medical devices, especially catheters, you
can be pretty certain that there will be a biofilm lurking somewhere.
Full details, meeting programme and registration information coming soon.
Contact: j.s.webb@soton.ac.uk

We Don’t Need No
Education!
Oh yes we do! And IBBS is
hopefully helping with our
latest batch of Educational
Leaflets . As with the last
four issues of our newsletter we have five more of
our one A4 page information sheets, these most
recent ones on:
 Liquid Paints (John Gillatt)
 Paper—Part 2 (Flavia Pinzari & Guadalupe Piñar)
 Parchment (Flavia Pinzari
& Guadalupe Piñar)
 Viability of Bacteria (Hans
-Curt Flemming)
 Termites (Dennis Allsopp)

Feedback is always welcome, as well as suggestions (and volunteers) for
future sheets.
You can download them
from the Educational Resources section of our website.

After many years of producing
IBBS World, our previous Editor
and former President, Prof Joanna Verran has decided to
step down. I’m sure that you’ll
join me in thanking her for the
tremendous effort she has put
in, not just to the newsletter
but to every aspect of the Society.
The Council has decided to, in
future, have a different Editor
for each issue and that, to
begin with, the Editorship will
rotate amongst Council members starting with yours truly!
After the resounding success of
IBBS 15, held last September in
Vienna we are looking forward
to this year’s autumn Society
meeting on 10th and 11th September in Winchester, UK on
the topic of “Novel Antimicrobial Strategies for Biofilm Control” - details herein and coming soon on our website.
We are very sorry to have to
report the death of two icons
of Biodeterioration—Wilfried
Paulus and Héctor Videla and
we include appreciations of
their lives.
But some good news is that
after our Annual General
Meeting we have several new
members to the Society’s
Council and we look forward to
their input during their terms
of office.
If you have any news, meetings
you would like us to publicise,
etc. please contact us.
Best wishes, John Gillatt
Hon. Secretary IBBS
secretary@ibbsonline.org

Wilfried Paulus

Héctor A. Videla

It is with great sadness
that we have to report
the death at the age of
83 of Wilfried Paulus.
Wilfried had been a
member of IBBS for
many years and, until
his retirement from
Bayer AG, regularly
attended IBBS
meetings and symposia. But he will probably be better remembered for his contribution to our sister organisation The International Biodeterioration Research Group (IBRG), of which he was a very influential
President and for the two editions of his “biocide industry’s bible” Microbicides for the Protection of Materials: a
Handbook.

Héctor A. Videla, passed away
in February 2012 in La Plata,
Argentina. IBBS Council member and friend, Diego A. Moreno writes:

“Héctor was the Editor of our
journal International Biodeterioration and Biodegradation,
where he carried out an enormous task, especially on the
subject of Microbiologically
Influenced Corrosion. As a result of his research, carried out at the Dept. of Bioelectrochemistry, founded by him in the 1980s in La Plata at INIFTA-UNLP-CONICET (Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones
Científicas y Técnicas de Argentina) hundreds of articles
were published. He collaborated with many scientists
around the world, especially in the United States and South
John Gillatt writes: “I remember Wilfried as being the host America. He loved the US, where he often holidayed with
of the first ever IBRG meeting that I attended, probably
his family. He collaborated with Christine Gaylarde, current
about 35 years ago at Bayer in Krefeld, Germany. I was a
IBBS President and Robert Edyvean, giving courses on Bio"callow youth" and he a distinguished and quite proper
fouling and MIC throughout the world. He actively particiGerman scientist who his colleagues referred to as Herr
pated in every IBBS Triennial Symposium from 1984 until
Doctor Paulus. But it didn't take long for the barriers to be 2005, when he retired. Since then, he continued to work in
broken down and for him to become "Wilfried" to his
his own consulting firm, BIOS Biodeterioration & Corrosion
many friends in IBRG. He helped me a great deal during
Consultants. A great animal lover, and especially of his Siamy early years in the biocides industry and I knew him as a mese cats, he even dedicated his book: Manual of Biocorkind and gentle man who will be remembered with great
rosion, which was a best-seller at the end of the 90s. May
affection by all who knew him”
he rest in peace. “

IBBS-15—A Stunning Success
Katja Sterflinger writes: We organised IBBS-15 following the tradition of
previous IBBS-symposia, maintaining the family atmosphere created by
the participants, some of them becoming good friends through the years.
We particularly promoted the participation of young scientists, allowing
them the opportunity to present their work to the scientific community,
as well as to discuss topics in more detail with experts in topic-related
working groups, creating a kind of “mentoring” by the keynote speakers,
especially those supported by the FEMS grant: Prof. Geoffrey Gadd, Dr.
Kasthuri Venkateswaran, Dr. Flavia Pinzari, Prof. Katrin Riedel and Prof.
Juan Luis Ramos. 50 young scientists took part, working in 8 groups.
The abstract book of the conference comprises 216 abstracts for posters
and talks, with 86 oral presentations held during 4 full symposium days.
In IBBS-15 there was a strong focus on biodeterioration and bioconversion of various substrates such as wood, metals,
rocks, building materials and especially works of art and cultural heritage. There were also two large sessions on bioremediation of soil and water in order to signal the power of the so-called “white biotechnology”, and its significant potential to solve major ecological problems: these sessions were devoted to biodegradation of persistent pollutants and the
bioremediation of polluted environments. Moreover, the IBBS-15 program also paid tribute to emerging technologies genomics and proteomics - that can help us gain a deeper understanding of organisms and their functions in biodeterioration and biodegradation.
Scientists from 41 countries came to Vienna for IBBS-15. In addition to the intense programme of excellent scientific
contributions 170 participants joined the conference dinner held in a traditional Vienna restaurant (offering

traditional food and wine from the region) and on Saturday 24th 60 people joined the trip to the UNESCO world cultural
heritage region of Wachau including a guided tour of the “Stift Melk” monastery.
The IBBS Council hasn’t yet decided on the venue for IBBS-16 in 2014 so if you or your organisation would like to consider hosting it please contact our Scientific Programme Officer, Dr. Diego A. Moreno - diego.moreno@upm.es.

New to IBBS Council
Following the Society’s Annual General Meeting in Vienna (at IBBS-15) we are delighted to welcome three members to our Council

2012 Calendar

Jo Verran writes: Members of IBBS contributed all of the images for the Society for General Microbiology's (SGM) 2012
calendar which focuses on the Biodeterioration of Cultural
Heritage. The large,
Asunción de los Ríos
full colour calendar
Asunción is currently Head of
is really impressive,
the Section of Molecular
and illustrates how
Ecology at the Department
important our reof Systems Ecology, Natural
search is in ensuring
Resources Institute of the
that our cultural
CSIC (Spanish National Reheritage is consearch Council) in Madrid.
served, restored,
She specialises in the characarchived and cared
terisation of microbial ecofor appropriately.
systems in stone by combinThe calendar is sent
ing microscopy techniques
to all of SGM's
and molecular biology.
school members
Jeremy Webb
(several hundred),
and UK MPs and
Jeremy is part of the Biofilms
opinion formers. At
and Microbial Communities
IBBS-15, Jo Verran
Research Group of the Insti(who is Education
tute for Life Sciences at the
and
Public
Affairs
officer
for
SGM),
sought
volunteers who
University of Southampton,
UK—conducting fundamental would participate in the project. Thank you very much for
the response: the images are beautiful, accompanied by apresearch in biofilm developpropriate information (and names of experts), with each
ment, including evolution,
genetics and molecular ecolo- month focusing on a particular substrate.
gy, and how biofilms may be
All IBBS members will be sent a copy of the calendar. Addicontrolled in the environment tional copies may be available on request from
and in disease. He is also the j.verran@mmu.ac.uk. Feedback is also welcome!
main organiser of the Society’s autumn 2012 meeting
Educational Resources
“Novel Antimicrobial Strategies for Biofilm Control” .
As mentioned in our front page article, Jo Verran has also
Katja Sterflinger-Gleixner
edited five more of our Educational Resources leaflets. She
Katja, along with Guadalupe
writes: Five more information sheets! This time we will add
Piñar, was the main organiser more on paint and paper, parchment, termites and viable
of IBBS-15 and is a co-opted
but non-culturable microorganisms to our growing resource.
member of the IBBS Council.
At IBBS-15, we printed out all 20 of the existing leaflets, and
they went down a storm. We are thinking of producing some
She is Associate Professor at
the BOKU, being in charge of substantial binding for the entire (growing) collection. We
the Austrian Centre of Biolog- would be delighted for any suggestions as to how best to
produce/publish this - and more author volunteers are alical Resources and Applied
Mycology at the Department ways welcome!
of Biotechnology (ACBR).
Again, please contact j.verran@mmu.ac.uk.
Since 2009 she has been DepEditor’s note: For those of you who have contributed one of
uty Head of that Department.
the leaflets — what a difficult job it is to sum up the salient
For the full IBBS Council team see our website and if you
points about the topic in just one page of A4 paper but what
would like to join our work please let us know.
a good exercise too. Just try it and send us the results!

Meetings and Conferences
The most important scientific meeting this year is, of
course, our own one in Winchester UK during September.
But, naturally, there are many others relevant to our sciences:
8th International Conference on Contaminants in Freezing
Ground

1st Swiss International Conference on Industrial Microbiology – Microscon 2012

October 16th—17th 2012
Conference Hotel Arte
Olten, Switzerland

The conference will focus on the industrial application,
exploitation, discovery and control of microorganisms in
the fields of food and beverages, plants and environment,
industrial manufacturing, and pharmaceuticals.
Full details at http://www.microscon.com

Heritage Biocare
This is being part sponsored by an IBBS small meetings
grant and is taking place in Obergurgly/Tyrol, Austria, from
22th to 26th April 2012. As its title suggests its objectives
are to bring together scientists, students, engineers, environmental managers and companies who have a scientific
or practical interest in contaminants in cold climates.

IBBS President Christine Gaylarde and Honorary Fellow
Dennis Allsopp have made their “Heritage Biocare” training
course available to the Society and in the coming months
it will be on sale to members.
This comprehensive package of 26 presentations has been completely updated and
re-formatted. With modules on:








Full details and registration at http://www.cfg8.at.

5th International Symposium on Biosorption and Bioremediation

Introduction to Heritage Biocare (7)
Wood (3)
Materials (6)
Buildings (2)
Detection and Testing (3)
Control (2)
Education (3)

It represents the most complete training
course on the topic and is a MUST for all
involved in the field.

Are You In?
Taking place in Prague from June 24 – 28, 2012 the main
topics of this symposium are biosorption and bioaccumulation of heavy metals, biodegradation of persistent organic
compounds technologies for oil spills removal in-situ, bioremediation of contaminated soil and groundwater. phytoremediation and rhizoremediation, toxicity testing, use
of genetically modified organisms in bioremediation, diversity of microorganisms involved in bioremediation processes, omics and other up-to-date techniques applied in bioremediation research, microorganism and enzyme immobilization.
In fact EVERYTHING you ever wanted to know about biosorption and bioremediation.

Have you renewed your IBBS membership for 2012 yet? If
not, you can download the latest renewal form from the
IBBS website or let us know and we’ll send it to you.
IBBS represents great value for money and is, as you know,
the best and most friendly scientific society for all workers
in the “b” fields—biodeterioration, biodegradation, bioremediation, biosorption, etc.
Reduced conference rates
Eligibility for awards
IBBS Small Meetings Bursary
FEMS Grants
Informative website
Meetings updates
Members’ Newsletter
Educational Resources
Highly reduced journal rates and much, much more
Contact Lawrence Staniforth: l.staniforth@ntlworld.com

Sponsor the IBBS Website? Would your organisation be interested in sponsoring the IBBS website
www.ibbsonline.org as our friends at Dekonta have for the last two years? We can give you full “traffic” details and further information on request. Just contact the IBBS Hon. Secretary: secretary@ibbsonline.org

