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IBBS 16 Special
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16 IBBS Triennial
Symposium
September 3rd—5th
Al. Politechniki 4, Łódź , Poland
To those of you who are attending IBBS16 I think you will find that we have a
very exciting programme of scientific
meetings and social events planned. During the day we will be hearing about topics including Microbially Induced Corrosion, Biofilms and Biofouling, Cultural
Heritage, Wood, Biotransformation, Biodiversity, Regulatory issues, Polymeric
Materials and Prevention of Biodeterioration.
There will be poster sessions, Mass Spectrometry Workshops, Sponsors’ Exhibition, a wonderful conference dinner and
a programme of excursions after the
symposium is over. And, of course, there
will be the chance to socialise with fellow delegates and friends old and new
over a glass or two of the products of the
Łódzkie Browary!
Łódź is, like Manchester in the UK, the
third biggest city in Poland and one with
a long and interesting history, at times
very tragic. Before 1990, Łódź's economy
focused on the textile industry, which in
the nineteenth century had developed in
the city owing to the favourable chemical
composition of its water. In this respect it
is, again, very similar to Manchester.
In recent years it has become the hub of
the Polish IT industry with companies
such as Infosys and Dell locating their
European headquarters in the city.
More importantly for us, it is also the
location of the Łódź University of Technology whose Institute of Fermentation
Technology and Microbiology are hosting
our Symposium.

Editor’s Notes
The Society’s Triennial Symposia are the high point in our
cycle of meetings and conferences. They are a chance to
hear about the latest developments and technology and also
an opportunity to meet up with
fellow researchers, IBBS members, old and new friends and
to enjoy the convivial atmosphere.
Our first symposium was held
in Southampton, UK in 1968
and since then we have met
every three years in The Netherlands, USA, Germany, Scotland, Canada, Czech Republic,
Spain and Austria. In addition
we have held almost 100 short
meetings on a wide range of
topics related to biodeterioration and biodegradation since
the IBBS was founded in 1971.
We have previously held one of
our short meetings in Łódź but
this is our first major symposium in the city and we are looking forward to it very much.
In addition I have the honour
of becoming IBBS President at
the Annual General Meeting,
being held on the first day of
the Symposium . I’ll be taking
over from Geoff Robson who
has done a wonderful job during the last three years and
joining historical IBBS Presidents such as Bill Bunker, Harold Rossmoore, Christine
Gaylarde, Malcolm Greenhalgh,
Jimmy Walker and Joanna Verran. I hope I can successfully
follow in their footsteps
Best wishes, John Gillatt
Hon. Secretary and President
Elect IBBS
secretary@ibbsonline.org

Remember When?

Your Last Chance…...

In 1982 a team from IBBS’s sister organisation, the International Biodeterioration Research Group (IBRG) ran the
London Marathon. All four have also been active members of IBBS for many years and have played an important
part in the Society’s success. Pictured above are (right to
left) Glyn Morton (IBBS President 1985—1987), Dennis
Allsopp (1977—1979), Malcolm Greenhalgh (1996-1998)
and John Gillatt (2014—2017).
For the first time in many years the four of them will be
together again at IBBS 16 in Łódź, but will they have their
running kit with them? So if you’re attending the symposium and thinking about joining them for a few kilometres, can you really run that slowly?!

IBBS Member on You Tube!
Prof. Dr. Katja Sterflinger (Katja to
her friends!) was head of the organising committee for the very
successful and convivial IBBS 15
symposium held in 2011 at the
University of Natural Resources
and Life Sciences in Vienna.
Her main scientific expertise lies in
the fields of ecophysiology of fungi, biology and conservation of
cultural heritage, molecular taxonomy of fungi and black
yeasts, mycology, geomicrobiology, biology of buildings
and indoor environments. She has a particular interest in
that fascinating and important group of organisms, the
extremophiles and her current research focuses on understanding and isolating the features that make extremophilic fungi in particular resistant to the harshest conditions on Earth.
Now she has put some of her work together in an 8 min
video about black fungi, rocks, art and next generation
sequencing at http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=EJAlhykjqPw.

If you are a member of IBBS and haven’t paid your subscriptions for 2014 then PLEASE do so as soon as possible.
This will include people who became members by attending the Society’s Biofilms meeting in Winchester in September 2012. At the beginning of this year our membership
system went online and it’s very easy to use. Simply go to
http://ibbsonline.org/membership, log on using your email
address with the password ibbs and follow the procedure.
During the process please change your password to a
unique one that only you can remember. We very much
look forward to you remaining with us for many years to
come!

Would You Like £500/€600?
Earlier in the year the
IBBS Council decided to
double the Society’s
Student Bursary to
£500/€600 for 2014 and
it has not yet been
awarded!
Therefore, applications on behalf of named students are
invited from IBBS members in higher education and research institutions. The only stipulations are that the student’s supervisor must be a fully paid up Society member,
that the Bursary is for work on a biodeterioration, biodegradation or bioremediation linked subject and must be
designed to be within the capability of an undergraduate
student.
The Bursary is normally awarded to provide support for
students in their final year project although other applications, for example summer vacation projects, will be considered.
Please contact the IBBS Hon. Secretary
(secretary@ibbsonline.org) for more details or an applica-

Future Meetings
As well as IBBS 16, of course, IBBS already has plans for meetings until 2017.

2015 - Legionella—Current Research and Control Strategies
Former IBBS President Jimmy Walker of the Public
Health England organisation is the main organiser for our meeting on this vital topic taking place on 7th and 8th September in Winchester, UK. The meeting will follow the Society’s 1½ day short meeting format with approximately 18 papers
and a conference dinner. If you are interested in presenting a paper please contact Jimmy — jimmy.walker@phe.gov.uk.
2016 - Young Scientists’/Students’ Meeting
In the early stages of planning is a Society meeting aimed at young scientists as part of the Society’s educational charity status. The meeting will probably be held in London or Manchester—
both cities where there are large numbers of students. Main contact Chris Gaylarde — cgaylarde@gmail.com.
2017 - IBBS 17
It’s more than 20 years since an IBBS Triennial Symposium has been held in the UK and we are hoping to organise it in Manchester or Preston, north west England, in September of that year. A preliminary organising
committee has already been established and we will keep you updated on progress in the coming issues of the newsletter.
For up to date information on these and other meetings, or to publicise a meeting that you are involved in organising
please contact the IBBS Hon. Secretary — secretary@ibbsonline.org or go to http://ibbsonline.org/meetings.

New to IBBS Council

The IBBS Annual General Meeting (AGM) 2014

Since the Society’s Annual General Meeting in Manchester last year we are delighted to welcome two new members to our Council

The IBBS AGM 2014 will
be held on Wednesday 3rd
September 2014 immediately after the last paper
of the day at IBBS-16 in
Łódź (approximately
15:45). All delegates to the Symposium automatically become IBBS members for one year and are therefore entitled
to attend.
Agenda

Brenda Little
Brenda J. Little is an elected
member of the IBBS Council and
works for the US Naval Research
Laboratory. She holds a B.S. degree in biology from Baylor University and a Ph.D. in chemistry
from Tulane University, USA.
She is a NACE- International Fellow and an Assistant Editor of Biofouling, the Journal of
Bioadhesion, and Biofilm Research. She co-authored
(with J.S. Lee) Microbiologically Influenced Corrosion
(2007: John Wiley & Sons). In addition, she has published
more than 100 journal articles and 30 book chapters on
metal:microorganism interactions.

Pamela Simpson
Pamela has recently been co
-opted to the Society’s Council. She is a Chartered Fellow
of the Society of Biology with
more than 20 years experience in microbial control and
biocide applications. Prior to
founding Whitewater Technologies Ltd, she worked for
two major international
chemical companies, where her main role was solving
customers’ microbiological problems by the scientific
application of a wide range of speciality biocides. Her
PhD was sponsored by Akzo/International Paints and the
compounds and techniques studied have now been developed into innovative products to replace environmentally harmful biocides.
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Any Other Business

If you are interested in joining the Society Council or helping
in any way please contact the Hon. Secretary – secretary@ibbsonline.org.

25 Years of Biodeterioration in
Spain!

This year marks the silver anniversary (25 years) of the
Spanish Microbiological Society’s Biodeterioration, Biodegradation and Bioremediation (BBB) Group. Prof. César
Nombela (President of Spanish Microbiology Society at this
time), Felipe Montero (Hidroeléctrica Española), Joaquín
Plaza (CAMPSA) and Diego A. Moreno (Universidad Politécnica de Madrid) had met in Madrid in the winter of 1988
and decided to form a group inside the Spanish Microbiology Society (SEM) to cover biodeterioration research. Internationally, at that time, the International Biodeterioration Society (IBS - now IBBS), and the journal “International
Biodeterioration” were very active and well known but in
Spain there were a number of research groups working in
the field without a great deal of connection or communication.

also round table discussions during the biennial Spanish
Microbiology Society meetings at which it presents an
award to the best poster on the subject of biodeterioration, biodegradation and bioremediation. The award was
funded by Iberdola during the first years and later by Thor
Especialidades.
After Fernando Laborda, Felipe Montero (2000-2004), Diego A. Moreno (2005-2009) and Asunción de los Ríos (2010) have been Presidents of the Group and, together with the
Group council, have coordinated its activities. As already
mentioned above, the Group started to focus on the topic
of biodeterioration but, because of developments in the
study of the role of microorganisms in the alteration, degradation and recycling of materials, it has expanded its activities. Subsequently it was renamed as “The Biodeterioration and Biodegradation Group”, the name also adopted
by the international society, and more recently (2011) has
been renamed as “The Biodeterioration, Biodegradation
and Bioremediation Group” covering research on the contribution of microorganisms to deterioration and degradation of various materials and the recovery of contaminated
areas. From the beginning, good relationships and connections have been established with the International Biodete-

The SEM Group was constituted on 19th May 1989 in the
Salón de la Cámara de Comercio e Industria de Madrid and
elected as its first President Prof. Fernando Laborda who,
in 1994, became President of IBBS. The inaugural meeting
was co-chaired by Dr. Joan Kelley, then Secretary of the
IBS.

Conference Dinner at IBBS 13 in Madrid anticlockwise from
R: Brian Flannigan, Margaret Flannigan, Chris Gaylarde,
Hans-Curt Flemming, AN Other, John Gillatt, Marta UrizalComas

Presidential table at the inaugural meeting of the Spanish Biodeterioration Group. Left to right: Joan Kelly,
Felipe Montero, Fernando Laborda, Antonio Sáenz de
Miera, César Nombela, Joaquin Plaza, Jose Luis Pintado
and Diego A. Moreno.

rioration and Biodegradation Society-IBBS and the Group
organised the very successful IBBS-13 Symposium in Madrid in 2005. Presidents of the Group have also been
members of the international society’s Council with, currently, Diego A. Moreno and Asunción de los Ríos working
together as the main point of contact for IBBS meetings,
conferences and international symposia.

The Spanish Biodeterioration, Biodegradation and BioreSince then, the Group has organised several meetings and mediation Group now looks forward to the next 25 years!

IBBS Webshop Online—Open for Business!

At last the IBBS webshop is now fully functional and “open for business” with online payment via WorldPay. We currently have for sale the Atlas of Biodeterioration and the Heritage Biocare 4 CD, the latter currently in English and Portuguese. Prices given on the site are for non-members; IBBS members are entitled to a big reduction (see below). If you
want to purchase either item at the members’ rate simply email secretary@ibbsonline.org for a discount code. Both will
be available at IBBS 16 at a very special conference price!

An Atlas of Biodeterioration - “A Worthwhile
Resource”, says the SGM

Coming soon! Introdução à Biodeterioração

A recent review of the IBBS
Atlas of Biodeterioration on
behalf of the Society for
General Microbiology
(SGM) praised it as a
“worthwhile resource and a
useful tool in the teaching
of biodeterioration”.
The Atlas is split into four
sections: General principles,
Organisms of relevance, Substrate and Selected industrial
aspects. Each article within
the atlas gives a short introduction to a specific aspect of biodeterioration and information on its impact, prevention and control. We’ve created a full contents list of the Atlas at http://
ibbsonline.org/atlas-contents and copies can be purchased
online at the special members’ price of just £15 (or the €
equivalent) including postage to anywhere in the world.

Allsopp, Seal and Gaylarde’s “Introduction to Biodeterioration”, published in 2004 by Cambridge University Press and
in Spanish in 2008 by ACRIBIA, S.A., will soon be available
to IBBS members in Portuguese and with COLOUR PHOTOS!
The text has been completely updated and all old and new
photos are in colour. Keep an eye on our webshop for the
launch of this new publication.

