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Editor’s Notes 

We are already well into 2014 and 
IBBS-16 is on the horizon! 
September last year saw the 
Autumn meeting of the Society on 
“Disinfection and decontamination 
in Hospitals and Healthcare” which 
was held in Manchester and was a 
fantastic success - details of the 
meeting can be found in this issue 
of the newsletter.  
There have been lots of changes to 
IBBS's online presence in recent 
months. The website has now been 
redesigned and re-launched - 
www.Ibbsonline.org.  We also have 
a much improved membership 
database, with further 
improvements to our online shop 
coming in the near future.  For 
those interested in the history of the 
society, Dennis Allsopp and Chris 
Gaylarde's “History of the IBBS” 
has also been added to the website 
and will be regarded as “work in 
progress”! 
This is my first contribution as 
‘guest editor’ of the Newsletter 
since joining the IBBS council as 
Treasurer. The editing of each 
newsletter is rotated and our 
Honorary Secretary and incoming 
President, John Gillatt will take over 
on the next edition.  
If you have any news, meetings etc 
you would like us to publicise, 

please contact us at 
secretary@ibbsonline.org 
Best wishes to all, 
Jeremy Webb 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sponsor the new 
IBBS website?  

Would your organisation be 
interested in sponsoring the 
newly designed IBBS web-
site www.ibbsonline.org? 
We can give you full “traffic” 
details and further infor-
mation on request.  Just  
contact the IBBS Hon. Sec-
retary:  
secretary@ibbsonline.org  

New Look Website 

The IBBS website has had a thorough makeover in the last few months 
with a new, cleaner layout 
and added content includ-
ing information about, and 
links to, forthcoming meet-
ings and conferences, a 
webshop offering our Her-
itage Biocare CD (now in 
Brazilian Portuguese as 
well as English) and Atlas 
of Biodeterioration.  We 
hope to be able to offer 
online purchase of these 
and other items in the near 
future. 

The biggest innovation, 
however, is our online membership system - more information can be 
found at: www.ibbsonline.org/membership. John Gillatt. 

http://www.Ibbsonline.org
mailto:www.ibbsonline.org
mailto:l.staniforth@ntlworld.com
http://www.ibbsonline.org/membership


IBBS Student Bursary - £500! 

The Society’s Council has decided that this year the 

IBBS £250 Student Bursary will be increased to £500 (or 

the Euro equivalent). Therefore applications on behalf of 

named students are now invited from IBBS members in 

higher education and research institutions.  The 

applying supervisor must be a fully paid up member of 

the Society and the award is usually provided to support 

students in their final year project, although other 

applications will be considered (e.g. summer vacation 

projects). The main stipulation is that the research 

project must be on a biodeterioration or biodegradation 

subject and it must be designed to be within the 

capability of an undergraduate student.  Please contact 

the IBBS Hon. Secretary for an application form at 

secretary@ibbsonline.org.  

Atlas of Biodeterioration 

The Atlas of Biodeterioration was published back in September 2013. It 

is based on the educational leaflets that were written by many of our 

members and which were freely available to download on our website. 

IBBS Council felt that eventually there was sufficient information of 

appropriate quality to compile all of this information into a more formal 

publication (and as a consequence, the leaflets on the website are of a 

lower resolution, to encourage purchase!).  

The Atlas contains over 30 different sheets of information focusing on 

the deterioration of a particular substrate, or the industrial implications of 

biodeterioration and fouling. There is additional information on the range 

of (micro)organisms responsible for the spoilage, and a section on 

different phenomena which impact on our work (biofilms, viable but non-

culturable organisms, preservation etc). Each sheet contains basic 

information addressing substrate, key microorganisms and impact. 

There are 2 or 3 key references on each page, and full colour images 

throughout. Please buy a copy, let us know what you think about it, and 

tell your colleagues about our achievement! Jo Verran.  

Verran J. (Ed) 2013 An Atlas of Biodeterioration. ISBN-10: 0992649803 Publisher: IBBS.               

Available from IBBS Website and Amazon 

Publications from previous meetings 

The first January issue of IBB was in three parts, with two 

special issues covering last year's meetings on Biofilms and 

Wood. Jeremy Webb was the guest editor for Part A, 

Biofilms, which includes 7 papers on marine fouling and 

biocides for control of biofilms, presented at the IBBS 

meeting in Winchester. Part B, edited by Kalle Pilt and 

Christine Gaylarde, is the proceedings of the 2nd 

International Conference on Biodeterioration of Wood and 

Wood Products, held in Tartu, Estonia. Chris Gaylarde. 

The main speakers for our September 2013 meeting  were 

selected from a new book entitled "Disinfection and Decontamination in Hospitals and Healthcare" (Ed: 

Jimmy Walker, PHE) that has now been published by Woodhead Publishing.  



IBBS Meeting Report:  ‘Disinfection and Decontamination in Hospitals 
and Healthcare, 2nd – 3rd Sept 2013 
 
The International Biodeterioration and Biodegradation Society (IBBS), in conjunction with the British Association of 
Chemical Specialists (BACS), held their annual conference on "Disinfection and Decontamination in Hospitals and 
Healthcare" on the 2nd and 3rd of September 2013. The meeting took place at Chancellors Hotel and Conference 
Centre at the University of Manchester with over 80 delegates including infection control specialists, HCAI managers, 
specialist nurses, microbiologists, estate and facilities managers, decontamination experts and scientific researchers.   
 
The Keynote presentation was given by Professor Brian Duerden 
(photograph on the right)  who discussed the “Approach and Imple-
mentation of HCAI Control in NHS Hospitals”. He covered a wide 
range of areas including the lack of new antibiotics and the govern-
ment actions that started 2002 with “Getting ahead of the curve” to 
combat HCAI and by 2008 resulted in a 62% reduction in MRSA 
and 35% reduction in Clostridium difficile.  Geoff Ridgway (co-
authored with Bill Newsome) gave an excellent presentation on the 
“The History of Decontamination in Hospitals”. Peter Wilson dis-
cussed a number of DH led initiatives to implement “New Technolo-
gies to Control the Presence of Microorganisms”. This highly inter-
esting presentation included a wide range of technologies from the 
design stage through to implementation and the complex scenarios 
involved.  Sulisti Homes gave an “Overview of Decontamination of 
Surgical Instruments” and highlighted many of the problems that 
occur in practice, starting with poor quality of instruments through 
to ineffective cleaning in CSSD, unfortunately resulting in subsequent patient infections. David Perrett (Barts and the 
London School of Medicine and Dentistry), presented on the “Efficacy of Current and Novel Cleaning Technologies (ID 
Box) for Assessing Protein” and discussed the use of rapid immune-fluorescent technology that is now commercialised 
for the detection of residual protein on surgical instruments.  Tina Bradley (HIRL, Birmingham) discussed the range of 
microbial infections that can occur with flexible endoscopes. Tina explained that these are very complex and expensive 
instruments which require a number of different stages and particular care, and if not looked after in detail can result in 
consequent irreparable damage.  
 
Richard Bancroft discussed the “Role of Standards in Decontamination” and explained the background to EU directives 
and standards, their legal status as well as the length of time for time implementation (typically 3 years) to ensure pa-
tient safety.   
 

There is currently a great deal of interest in disinfectants and David 
Ashworth (Klarus Consulting Ltd) gave an interesting seminar on 
“Testing Strategies and International Standards for Disinfection” and 
covered the different aspects required in USA, Canada and Europe 
and covered the large number of standards, fields and microorgan-
isms.  Phil Collier (University of Abertay, Dundee) discussed issues 
that are very topical to us all – “is my biocide fit for purpose and is it 
safe to use?”  Stephanie Burke (Byotrol Ltd) presented on the search 
for hard surface disinfectants and the practical issues encountered by 
companies marketing such products. 
 
Jackie Hook (JLA Ltd) presented on “Low Temperature Disinfection 
in Laundering and How to Validate the Process” with obvious implica-
tion to HTM 01-04.  The development of such processes are very 
dependent on being able to validate them in practice, where repeats 
and statistics approaches are invaluable. 

 
Jon Otter (Bioquell Ltd) discussed “No-touch Decontamination Technologies for Decontamination of Hospital Wards” 
by presenting on the implementation of technologies including hydrogen peroxide vapour, aerosolised hydrogen perox-
ide, Ultraviolet radiation and Pulsed-xenon UV. Jon discussed the implementation of these technologies and compared 
their efficacy from published studies and reports for the control of HCAI. 
  
Water is a product that is used widely in health care and in a large number of decontamination procedures.  David 
Coleman (University of Dublin) discussed the issues of water used in dental unit water lines, the range and number of 
microorganism recovered and the different approaches that can be to control the microbial load and maintain patient 
safety.  Jimmy Walker (PHE, Porton) shared experiences of “Pseudomonas aeruginosa in water” which had resulted in 
the deaths of a number of neonates and described a number of the sampling and control strategies which are being 
implemented and incorporated in national guidance.  
 
The meeting was very well received and attended with many delegates commenting on the friendly atmosphere. The 
main speakers for the conference were selected from a new book entitled "Disinfection and Decontamination in Hospi-
tals and Healthcare" (Ed: Jimmy Walker, PHE) that has now been published by Woodhead Publishing (http://
www.woodheadpublishing.com). 
Jimmy Walker. 



FEMS 

The main area of interest for IBBS members with regards to 
FEMS will be the next Congress, which takes place on 7 - 11 
June 2015 in Maastricht. The Congresses are extremely 
successful, attracting delegates from all over the world, with 
important speakers giving presentations on key topics. Plan-
ning is taking place as I write. I often think that a Biodeterio-
ration of Cultural Heritage topic would be very attractive to 
audiences - perhaps the next IBBS representative on FEMS 
Council could try to see whether this is possible? Otherwise, 
FEMS continues to publish its successful journals and make 
its generous awards to help further microbiology across Eu-
rope.  

There have been many changes at FEMS Headquarters in 
Delft, which members may be aware of via the monthly as-
sociate newsletters, or the focus magazines, of which more 
in the future. For example, as member-at-large on the Exec-
utive, I am getting together a team of Society representa-
tives to look at how FEMS might help to develop microbiolo-
gy education, by hosting conferences, producing material or 
just exchanging ideas and expertise in this important area.  

I know that IBBS is hugely appreciative as to how FEMS 
supports our triennial conferences. I think that FEMS will be 
even more influential in the future, in Europe and beyond: it 
is a good federation to be part of!   

Jo Verran 

Renew Your Membership Online 
 

Just in time for the 2014 membership year we have intro-

duced a fully flexible online membership system enabling 

new members to join and existing members to renew their 

subscription for the year ahead. 

If you have not already done so please renew your mem-

bership as soon as possible.  Simply log in using your email 

address and the password “ibbs” (without the parentheses).  

Please then change your password to one you can remem-

ber!  Then you can alter your contact and other details, pay 

your membership fees and select your preferences for the 

journal.  Please note that if you are a member as a result of 

attending our Disinfection & Decontamination meeting in 

Manchester last September you don’t have to renew your 

membership until January 2015.  

 

If you have any difficulties please contact the IBBS Membership Secretary: membership@ibbsonline.org  

 

The 6th Congress of European Microbiologists 

(FEMS 2015), 7—11 June, Maastricht,                

The Netherlands 

The 6th Congress of European Microbiologists 

(FEMS 2015) is one of the leading meetings of its 

kind and will connect approximately 3,000 microbiol-

ogists from 50 member societies from 35 European 

countries .  

The Congress, organized by FEMS, will feature 

symposia and workshops led by prominent scien-

tists in their respective fields. The goal of this essen-

tial international gathering is to provide a compre-

hensive forum for the exploration and discussion of 

various topics in medical microbiology. Key disci-

plines including molecular approaches, biodiversity, 

bioremediation, eukaryotic microbes, virology and 

others will be examined in order to advance our 

understanding of current and future challenges. 

http://fems-microbiology.kenes.com 

 Star Player 

Congratulations to the 
formidable Prof Glyn 
Morton, a previous 
IBBS President,  on 
his NODA Best Actor 
Award for his starring 
role as Norman 
Thayer in On Golden 
Pond!  

The play was per-
formed by the Cen-
tenary Players theatre 
group and received 
rave reviews.  

IBBS members should also take note of the FEMS 
image contest this year with a deadline of 1st Aug 
2014  - A fantastic opportunity to submit your images 
of biodeterioration and biodegradarion!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For further details see: http://www.fems-
microbiology.org/contest   

http://fems-microbiology.kenes.com

